CULTURAL  CENTER  OPENS 
OR  DOES  IT  ? 

- by  Albert  Sgambati 

The  Friends  of  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  have  obtained 
a permit  to  occupy  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  building  at 
2868  Mission  Street  after  two  years  and  three  months,  and  the 
completion  of  phase  II  of  a three-phase  renovation  project 
under  the  direction  of  the  Neighborhood  Arts  Program,  at  a 
cost  of  $923,000.  But  a number  of  questions  as  to  the  space 
itself,  despite  the  N. A. P.'s  major  overhaul,  still  exist. 

At  a comunity  informational  meeting  on  January  14th  at 
the  Mission  Recreation  Center  many  of  the  questions  and 
uncertainties  concerning  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  were 
addressed.  The  meeting  hosted  by  the  M.C.C.  Board  of  Direc- 
tors and  staff  further  unfolded  the  drama  playing  before  the 
Mission  community,  its  varied  artists  and  cultural  groups  for 
the  past  quarter-decade.  The  cast  of  characters  at  the 
Wednesday  night  meeting  included  grassroots  organizations, 
professional  arts  organizers.  City  Hall  politicos  and  an 
impassioned  public  that  even  the  Magic  Theatre  would  have 
envied . 

Oscar  Maciel,  Program  Director  of  the  M.C.C. , began  the 
meeting  by  recapping  the  first  phase  of  the  renovation  project 
in  1982  which  brought  a sprinkler  system  and  emergency 
lighting  to  the  building  at  a cost  of  $75,000,  but  which  still 
was  not  sufficient  to  bring  the  building  up  to  code. 

In  explaining  the  second  phase  of  the  project,  Maciel 
pointed  out  that  while  problems  concerning  sufficient  exits 
and  an  additional  sprinkler  system  were  satisfied,  the  theatre 
space,  without  rugs,  seats  or  adequate  stage  and  lighting  was 
far  from  being  completed.  A theatre  space  which  once  seated 
300  people  is  now  limited  to  a seating  capacity  of  145  after 
renovation.  The  gallery  is  permitted  a maximum  occupancy  of 
only  49  people.  The  Graphic  Center  will  not  be  able  to  move 
in  on  the  opening  date,  and  the  enhancement  of  workshop  spaces 
fall  far  short  of  what  the  board  had  envisioned  at  the 
completion  of  this  project. 

Ronald  Gallegos,  Board  Treasurer  and  Chairperson  of  the 
Facility  Committee,  addressed  the  question  of  what  needed  to 
be  done  in  order  to  gain  access  to  the  facility.  Gallegos 
began  by  questioning  the  policy  of  the  Arts  Commission  in 
denying  access  during  the  renovation  process  to  the  city  (that 
means  you  and  me)-owned  building.  It  was  "some  two  years  when 
only  contractors,  city  representatives  and  inspectors  had 
access  to  the  building",  he  stated.  Then  in  a somewhat  ironic 
tone  he  noted  the  absence  of the  elevator,  and  underlined  the 
contradiction  in  terms  by  bellowing,  "but  we  do  have  accessl" 
Gallegos  stated  clearly  that  the  money  for  the  project  was 
used  only  in  order  to  bring  the  building  up  to  code.  Not 
wanting  to  lose  the  implications  of  his  statements  on  anyone, 
he  further  reiterated  the  need  for  carpets,  seating  and  all 
the  things  necessary  to  facilitate  a working  cultural  center. 

Richard  Talavera,  a Board  Member,  remarked  on  what  was 
needed  in  order  to  make  the  M.C.C.  a showcase  facility.  He 
reminded  us  that  what  we  were  left  with  after  the  renovation 
was  a shell  (of  a building).  Then  in  a soft-spoken  elocution, 
he  appealed  directly  to  the  Mission  community  for  its  involve- 
ment. He  mentioned  the  openings  for  committee  membership. 


HOTEL  TAX  DODGERS 
BURN  ART  PROGRAMS 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST  INNS  TAX  ARTISTS'  PATIENCE 

While  innumerable  worthy  neighborhood  arts  organizations 
quietly  expire  or  spin  wheels  trying  to  meet  expenses  and  rent 
the  San  Francisco  Hotel  Tax  Fund...  created  to  fund  the  arts 
and  thereby  enhance  the  city's  position  as  a tourist  center... 
has  apparantly  been  ducked  by  many  establishments  at  a cost, 
over  the  years,  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  accommodations  which  have  evaded  the  Hotel  Tax  are 
commonly  called  "bed  and  breakfast  inns"  (BB's).  Ranging  from 
cozy,  relatively  inexpensive  illegally  converted  apartments  in 
the  Mission,  Castro  and  Sunset  to  opulent  enterprises  with 
suites  costing  up  to  $200  a night,  the  BB's  are  a popular... 
and  booming...  means  by  which  property  owners  can  vastly 
increase  the  profitability  of  their  holdings. 

A report  prepared  by  the  Residence  Element  Task  Force  of 
the  San  Francisco  Housing  and  Tenants'  Council  on  the  loss  of 
housing  in  the  City  identified  the  BB's  as  a major  contributor 
to  a shrinking  housing  supply  and  corresponding  high  rents. 
In  neighborhoods  from  the  Mission  to  Potrero  and  Nob  Hills, 
the  Haight  and  Castro,  landlords  have  turned  a tidy  profit 
converting  studios  renting  for  three  to  four  hundred  dollars 
monthly  to  BB's  raking  in  upwards  of  fifty  or  even  a hundred 
or  more  per  night. 

The  task  force  used  a number  of  BB  and  hotel  referral 
guides  as  a starting  point,  including  the  April  2,  1986  issue 
of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian.  Therein,  42  establishments 
were  profiled,  including  such  data  as  the  number  of  rooms,  the 
rental  rate  and  various  amenities  as  complimentary  sherry, 
bra-ss  and  iron  beds,  English  antiques,  jacuzzis  and 
"discouraged"  children.  The  authors  of  the  article,  noting 
that  the  number  of  BB's  had  increased  by  50%  over  three  years, 
declared : 

"Bed  and  breakfast  inns  have  taken  the  concept  of  accommo- 
dations to  new  heights.  Rather  than  merely  offering  a 
place  to  rest  your  weary  head  on  the  road,  BfcBs  are  often 
the  reason  for  venturing  out  in  the  first  place." 

When  the  Task  Force  ventured  out  to  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspection  to  determine  whether  the  Guardian's  BB's  had  taken 
out  the  necessary  conversion  permits,  they  encountered  rampant 
noncompliance  with  the  law. 

Bernard  Cummings  of  the  BBI  checked  through  the  Bureau's 
records  and  informed  the  Task  Force,  in  a letter  of  June  16, 
1986,  that  "None  of  the  buildings  on  (the  Bay  Guardian's)  list 
classed  as  residential  hotels  sought  a permit  to  convert  their 
units  under  Chapter  42  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative 
Code  (the  Hotel  Conversion  Ordinance). 

With  this  information  in  hand,  the  Task  Force  next 
attempted  to  determine  whether  the  BB's,  as  mandated  by  the 
ordinance,  were  assessing  the  9.75%  hotel  tax  (since  raised  to 
11%  to  cover  the  expansion  of  Moscone  Center)  required  on  all 
hotel  units  charging  in  excess  of  $20.00  per  night. 

They  received  a minimum  compliance  from  the  Tax  Assessor 
which  stalling  remains  responsible  for  the  tentative  status  of 
their  findings.  The  City  first  maintained  that  information  on 
which  hotels  were  or  were  not  paying  their  hotel  tax  would  not 
oe  given  out...  they  then  relented  slightly,  and  declared  that 
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our  criteria...  groups  that  are  riding  the  crest  of  the  wave, 
that  have  good  management  and  other  sources  of  funding." 

"The  Hotel  Tax  is  terrific  and  the  staff  has  been  very 
supportive,"  confirms  Tim  Stevenson  of  the  Eureka  Theatre,  who 
nonetheless  believes  both  artists  and  support  staff  would  be 
the  principle  beneficiaries  it  any  unpaid  taxes  were  recouped. 
"But  the  Bay  Area  as  a whole  doesn't  pay  artists  much,  and 
some  have  to  go  off  to  New  York  or  Los  Angeles." 

Help  may  be  on  the  way.  "Bed  and  breakfasts  should  be 
treated  no  different  from  other  hotels,"  says  Nancy  Walker 
who,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  proposes 
stricter  enforcement  of  both  Hotel  Tax  collection  and  the 
illegal  conversion  of  housing.  "If  some  of  our  finest  hotel 
establishments  are  not  paying  the  tax,  the  City  should  be 
looking  into  such  matters." 

A wide  spectrum  of  City  officials  admit  to  enforcement 
problems,  demonstrated  by  backlogs  of  up  to  seventeen  years  in 
some  agencies.  Maybe  someone,  someday,  will  propose  that  San 
Francisco  create  an  interstitial  taxpayers'  enforcement  bureau 
(in  Quentin  Kopp  masks  and  "Porkbusters"  T-shirts)  to  ferret 
out  tax-dodging  hotel-converters  and  other  manifestations  of 
promiscuous  fmanciaJ  malaise.  Maybe  the  Mayor  will  call  for 
'Turn  In  A Yuppie"  billboards  offering  citizens  and  organiza- 
tions 10%  bounties  on  the  confiscated  swag  of  suite  crimes. 

Better  yet  she  could' summarily  shut  down  all  B&Bs  without 
conversion  permits  and  reconstitute  them  as  homeless  shelters, 
which  action  would  engender  the  gratitude  of  the  entire  City 
(well  except,  maybe,  for  Charlie  Patel). 

Brian  Doohah 

WHAT  THE  MONEY  COULD  DO 


if  the  non-profit,  volunteer  Task  Force  were  to  pay  $200,  they 
would  be  allowed  to  have  a list  against  which  to  verify  their 
suspicions.  The  Task  Force  is  still  attempting  to  raise  money 
to  cover  this  Freedom  of  Information  Tax  (which  levy  mirrors 
poll  taxes  enacted  in  the  Southern  states  following  passage  of 
votings  rights  laws). 

However,  some  indication  of  the  nature  of  the  problem  was 
gleaned  by  an  examination  of  Business  Tax  records,  which  are 
not  concealed  from  the  public.  Of  the  42  unlicensed  B&B's  on 
the  Bay  Guardian  list,  26  possess  a classification  code  as  an 
operable  hotel...  meaning  an  almost  certain  likelihood  of 
being  dunned  for  the  Hotel  Tax.  Of  the  remaining  16  establish- 
ments, three  are  classed  for  food  services  uses,  indicating  a 
possible  inclusion  in  the  Hotel  Tax  program  and  the  rest  are 
either  listed  as  apartment  buildings  or  are  not  listed  at  all. 

The  chart  below  expresses  the  magnitude  of  the  City's 
loss.  At  a conservative  rate  of  60%  occupancy  (the  median 
occupancy  rate  for  San  Francisco  hotels  is  about  70%),  each 
bed  and  breakfast  room  would  earn  approximately  twenty  times 
its  rental  rate  in  tax  revenue  over  the  course  of  a year. 
Thus,  while  many  establishments  contain  only  a few  rooms,  the 
total  loss  is  easily  in  excess  of  $100,000  yearly,  more  if  one 
includes  those  B&B's  not  on  the  Bay  Guardian  list. 

Cary  Shulman,  who  is  responsible  for  the  disbursement 
(bur  not  the  collection)  of  the  Hotel  Tax,  translates  this 
into  fiscal  reality.  "We  try  to  fund  every  group  which  meets 


Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  verification  caused  by  concealment  of  hotel  tax  record,  the  following  list  includes  B&Bs  not 
listed  or  listed  as  apartment  buildings  in  Business  Tax  records  (those  marked  * are  listed  food  or  boardinghouse  uses) 
identified  only  generally.  If  and  when  the  City  releases  the  pertinent  data,  the  list  will  be  updated  and  made  specific. 

On  the  right  is  an  approximate  matching  figure  representing  the  difference  between  an  arts  organization's  Hotel  Tax 
request  and  its  ultimate  grant  (no  conclusions  should  be  drawn  regarding  the  either  the  merits  of  the  organization  or  the 
reasonability  of  their  request).  In  the  past,  arts  expenditures  have  represented  slightly  over  10%  of  hotel  tax  receipts, 
or  5 1/2  to  6 million  equally  divided  between  large  cultural  ventures  like  the  symphony  or  opera  and  smaller  neighborhood 
venues.  Many  arts-onented  groups  have  expressed  concern  about  the  additional  $5-6  million  authorized  to  the  expansion  of 
Moscone  Center  by  last  November's  Proposition  B (which  raised  the  Hotel  Tax)...  it  seems  only  fair  that,  if  additional 
monies  are  collected  from  B&B's  in  San  Francisco's  neighborhoods,  the  revenues  be  earmarked  to  neighborhood  arts  venues. 

avg . cost  revenue 

..  which  uncollected  hotel  tax  could  be  used  to  fund: 

The  Museo  Italo-Amencano . . . with  a little  left  overl 
The  Eureka  Theater  and  Mime  Troupe,  with  $1200  to  spare 
95%  of  the  combined  shortage  of  the  Foundation  for  San 
Franciso  Architectural  Heritage  & S.  F.  Video  Festival 
People  In  Plazas,  who  nobly  serve  our  most  culturally 
deprived  neighborhood...  the  Financial  District 
All  of  the  St.  Patricks'  Day  Parade  shortfall! 

The  Mission's  own  Intersection  Center  for  the  Arts 
The  entire  shortfall  of  the  Mexican  Museum  with  enough 
left  for  the  San  Francisco  Bach  Choir 
Both  the  Gay  Parade  and  discount  ticket  service  STBS 
All  of  Project  Artaud's  shortfall...  to  the  penny! 

75%  of  the  shortfall  of  both  the  Asian  American  Dance 
Company  and  the  Soon  3 theatre  group 
The  local  Eye  Gallery's  photo,  film  and  video  programs 
The  minority-operated  cultural  and  political  radio  KPOO 
Jazz-In-The-City ' s showcase  of  local  & national  artists 
All  of  the  shortfall  for  the  One  Act  Theater 
The  shortfalls  of  both  the  Lorraine  Hansberry  Theater 
and  San  Francisco  Blues  Festival...  with  $500  to  spare 
99  2/3%  of  the  shortfalls  of  the  Women's  Philharmonic, 
Galeria  de  la  Raza,  Teatro  Flamenco  & the  American 
Indian  Street  Fair  and  Cinco  de  Mayo  celebrations! 
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A scenic  illegal  B&B  in  a postcard  neighborhood 

5 

$125 

$12,500 

An  illegal  B&B  that  used  to  be  full  of  priests* 

12 

$130 

$31,200 

A cozy  illegal  B&B  on  a little  alley  by  the  bay* 

10 

$118 

$23,600 

A modest,  illegal  little  joint  out  on  the  avenues 

3 

$40 

$2,400 

Another,  larger  illegal  place  across  the  park 

6 

$60 

$7,200 

A quiet,  illegal  B&B  on  a sunny  N.  Mission  alley 

6 

$50 

$6,000 

A small  but  opulent  illegal  Western  Addition  inn 

5 

$110 

$11,000 

A pleasant,  illegal  Castro  district  B&B 

5 

$80 

$8,000 

A smaller,  cheaper  illegal  place  a block  over 

3 

$55 

$3,300 

A stately,  illegal  manor  near  a bustling  college 

2 

$65 

$2,600 

An  illegal,  little  hippie  theme  B&B  in  the  Haight 

3 

$38 

$2,280 

An  illegal,  unpretentious  house  in  the  Fog  Belt 

3 

$40 

$2,400 

A pair  of  nice,  illegally  converted  Potrero  apts. 

2 

$70 

$2,800 

An  illegal  B&B  with  a wonderful  view  of  Alcatraz 

5 

$80 

$8,000 

A lovers ' illegal  hideaway  over  a romantic  street 

5 

$125 

$12,500 

A bunch  of  expensive,  illegal  rooms  by  the  park 

12 

$137 

$32,880 

Visit  Job  Track, 
a free  workshop  which  can 
help  you  find  a job. 


For  ages  16  through  24. 
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Carolyn  Brandy  Band 
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Sponsored  by  the  Private  Industry  Council  of  San  Franasco,  Inc  & the  California  Employment  Development  Department 


3100  MISSION  near  Army 
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MIR1ANS  RESTAURANT 

538  Valencia  St 
San  Francisco,  Cal  941 1 0 


EspecialkJad  en  comlda 
Americana,  Mexlcana  y Salvadorena 

One  Free  Meal  with  Party  o£  Five 


TEL  1064  - 61 14 


Atendido  por  su  propletaria 

MIRIAN  SIOUENZA 


"Tommy  Roberts,  the  Puppet  Man  & Swami  X". 

I met  two  men  the  other  clay,  at  the  corner  of  24th  and 
Mssion,  while  heading  for  a favorite  meal  of  fnjoles  con 
Crema  y Maduro  (a  specialty  of  El  Trebol  Cafe,  just  off  of 
Mission  on  24thStreet  next  to  the  Cafe  La  Boheme).  These 
rren  were  Tommy  Roberts  and  Swami  X,  two  well  known  characters 
formerly  involved  in  the  protests  in  Berkeley  during  the  60 's. 
Like  out-of-body  travelers,  they  were  wandering  through  the 
Mission  doing  foot-taps  on  the  brains  they  encountered  along 
the  way. 

Tommy  Roberts  is  known  as  the  "Puppet  Man"  and  is  a poet 
wno  sells  his  poems  for  a dollar  to  whoever  he  meets,  I 
relieve  more  for  the  enjoyment  of  another  daily  adventure  on 
tne  street  than  for  the  money.  It  is  a small  token  he  asks 
for  in  return  for  the  words  from  his  life  and  the  look  of  his 
bright  blue  eyes.  He  now  lives  in  Laguna  Honda  Hospital.  He 
is  BO  years  young,  and  one  of  the  bright  spirits  that  have 
frequented  the  sometimes  enchanted  streets  of  this  city.  He 
writes  poems  for  his  mother,  Beniamino  Bufano,  dreams  and 
life. 


Swami  X (sometimes  known  as  X Swami  X and,  by  certain 
editors  in  Berkeley  as  Y Swami  Y)  is  a man  who  can  tell  you 
stories  about  your  life  within  the  first  five  minutes  of 
ceetmg  you.  He  is  an  astrologer  who  keeps  an  incredible  list 
cf  time  and  ogistical  facts  in  his  head.  What  I liked  most 
eoout  these  men  (who  joined  me  for  lunch  at  the  El  Trebol) 
was  the  strength  of  their  faces.  Sometimes  a look  from  eyes 
mat  have  seen  so  much  life  can  stay  with  me  for  years,  in 
spite  of  the  relentless  crossing  of  the  bridge  of  moments.  If 
tnere  is  a simple  glory  in  the  lessons  of  the  street,  perhaps 
it  lingers  in  the  eyes  of  the  travelers.  Within  the  shadows 
cn  the  land,  time  plays  its  own  kind  of  waiting  game  for  us 
all.  We  pass  and  nod  to  one  another  in  the  language  of  our 
bodies  as  the  moments  lift  us  into  the  continuum,  and  the 
snadows  play  their  own  kind  of  waiting  game.  We  are  all  the 
travelers.  It  was  nice  to  meet  you  on  the  journey.  Tommy 
Roberts,  Swami  X...  Pax. 


Quan  Yin 
Acupuncture 
& Herb  Center 

of  San  Francisco 


Quan  Yin  is  a community-oriented  healing 
center  offering  Acupuncture,  Herbs,  Shiatsu 
Massage,  Nutritional  Counseling  and  Classical 
Homeopathy  in  a supportive  environment. 
Sliding  fee  scale. 

Open  at  your  convenience. 

M.  W.  F.  9 a.m.  - 7 p.m. 

T.  Th.  9 a.m.  - 10  p.m. 

Sat.  9:30  a.m.  - 2:30  p.m. 

513  Valencia  at  16th  861-1101 
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Mon. -Sot  10  AM-6  PM 
Gift  Certificates 
We  Special  Order  Books 
Libros  en  Espanol 


Featuring  the  largest  selection  of 
Marxist-Leninist  literature 
in  Northern  California 
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CULTURAL  CTR.  P.i 

panels  made  up  of  people  with  expertise  in  specific  areas  as 
advisory  to  the  board,  volunteers  and  political  activists  to 
put  pressure  on  City  Hall  for  the  third  phase  of  the  project. 

Before  opening  the  meeting  to  questions  and  comments, 
Oscar  Maciel,  in  recalling  the  long  and  often  frustrating 
partnership  with  the  N.A.P.  and  the  Arts  Commission,  spoke  of 
a plan  drawn  up  by  an  architect  for  the  M.C.C.  and  its 
tneatre,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Arts  Commission.  "The 
plan,  which  would  have  increased  the  capacity  (of  the 
theatre)"  he  said,  "was  rejected  even  though  the  M.C.C.  said 
it  would  pay  for  itself  within  ten  years." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  second  half  of  the  meeting. 
Supervisor  Gonzalez,  Yolanda  Williams,  committee  advisor  to 
Supervisor  Molinari,  Kathy  King,  aide  to  Supv . Doris  Ward,  Ms. 
Ann  Thielan,  Director  of  the  N.A.P.  and  Ms.  Bondalin,  Asst. 
Director  of  the  N.A.P.  were  introduced  to  the  audience. 

Supervisor  Gonzalez  began  his  ad-lib  speech  with,  "let's 
not  crucify  people,  but  go  forward  with  a state  of  the  art 
center."  Dodging  the  central  issues,  he  digressed  into  what 
amounted  to  a homily  for  the  Mission  district.  But  he  was 
soon  brought  back  to  reality  by  a woman  representing  El  Teatro 
de  la  Esperanca,  who  told  the  supervisor  of  El  Teatro*  s long 
awaited  opening  as  the  M.C.C.'s  theatre-in-residence . She 
noted  that  the  reason  for  the  theater  (a  traveling  Chicano 
troupe)  hanging  on  here  in  San  Francisco  was  an  affinity  with 
the  city  and  its  Latino  community.  In  a moving  appeal  to  our 
City's  supervisor,  she  asked  Gonzalez  about  the  Mayor's 
contingency  Fund  as  a source  of  potential  funding,  in 
reference  to  the  M.C.C.  theatre  which  she  described  as  wholly 
inadequate  to  house  a professional  theatre.  Supv.  Gonzalez 
replied  by  saying  he  didn't  know  where  "all  the  pockets  of 
money  are".  He  then  went  on  to  further  cloud  specific  issues 
with  some  standard  political  rhetoric,  such  as  "...  when  a 
politician  and  community  join  forces",  and  "I  can't  do  it 
alone."  But  before  looking  at  his  watch  and  leaving,  amidst  a 
chorus  of  discontented  mumblings  on  the  part  of  the  public,  on 
his  way  to  another  important  engagement,  he  told  us  that  his 
door  was  always  open  and  that  his  office  belonged  to  us. 

Also  heard  from  was  Yolanda  Williams,  a Molinari 
committee  advisor  who  spoke  of  the  work  that  still  needed  to 
ce  done,  in  her  own  words,  "a  lot  of  work,  organization  and 
political  action".  But  it  would  have  been  more  interesting  to 
rear  Molinari  express  his  thoughts  on  the  quagmire  of  bureau- 
cracy that  esists  today.  For  it  was  Molinari  who  was  quoted 
as  saying,  it  was  "trading  a salmon  for  a sardine,"  back  in 
'73  when  neighborhood  groups  were  handed  two  and  a half 
ci) lion  dollars  in  pacification  money  after  expressing  their 
outrage  as  Alioto  and  the  board  gave  Davies  Hall  the  go-ahead 
without  apparent  public  support  (unless  Zellerbach,  B of  A, 
City  Hall  and  the  Arts  Commission  can  be  called  the  public), 
hence,  the  commitment  to  the  construction  and  renovation  by 
one  city  of  community  cultural  centers  which  forced  places 
such  as  the  M.C.C.  into  the  N.A.P.  game.  As  funding  sources 
snrank  (because  of  the  creation  of  an  imperialism  in  the  arts 
with  the  advent  of  Davies,  which  never  has  and  never  will  be 
aole  to  pay  its  own  bills),  the  once-thriving  S.F.  community 
arts  scene  had  no  choice  but  to  play  into  the  centralized  city 
arts  empire. 

Richard  Reineccius  of  the  Julian  Theatre,  a ten-year 
veteran  of  such  battles,  furthered  the  historical  perspective 
in  an  attempt  to  explain  the  present  situation.  It  was  basic- 
ally "a  hostage  situation  with  Davies  Hall",  he  said.  One  of 
tne  main  problems  was  that  the  city  and  the  Arts  Commission 
"never  hired  anyone  who  had  any  expertise  with  community 
cultural  centers".  Reineccius  suggested  that  we  lock  hands 
around  Davies  Hall  and  allow  only  145  people  to  enter,  or  De 
Young,  and  let  only  49  people  in  (in  reference  to  the  absurd 
limitations  placed  upon  the  M.C.C.  theatre  and  gallery). 

The  N.A.P. 's  Director,  Ann  Thielan,  who's  been  taking  a 
lot  of  heat  from  the  community,  explained  that  "Renovation 
conflicts  are  a part  of  renovation",  and  went  on  to  say  that 
"raising  §923,000  is  a complex  and  tedious  job."  Replying  to 


? 


A Full  House  for  the  MCC  Meeting 


charges  that  nothing  had  really  been  done  to  improve  the 
space,  she  cited  a request  for  §770,000  that  she  has  submitted 
to  the  Arts  Commission.  Venting  her  own  frustration,  and 
responding  to  the  less  than  friendly  atmosphere,  she  exclaimed 
"Desides,  1 am  tired  of  hearing  that  the  plans  have  been 
cnangedl"  At  which  point,  Jos  Sances,  Graphics  Designer  at 
the  M.C.C.  who  chose  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
crowd  at  the  back  of  the  room  rather  than  up  front  with  the 
board,  quickly  countered,  "What  changes?"  "The  request,  the 
most  basic  one,  to  remove  tne  four  posts  (which  obstruct  the 
tneatre)  was  denied.  As  I understand  it,  most  of  our  requests 
were  denied,  even  the  most  basic  and  crucial  ones.  We  waited 
two  years  outside  the  building,  while  other  centers  were 
allowed  to  wait  inside." 

Rene  Castro,  Board  Member,  later  added,  "I  don't  think  we 
changed  the  plans  enough,"  in  noting  the  present  state  of  the 
M.C.C.  buildinq. 

Sances  and  Maciel  both  recalled  a meeting  in  '85  with 
Thielan  and  the  architect  in  attendance  where  the  M.C.C.  was 
promised  chairs  and  carpets,  a claim  which  Thielan  flatly 
denied.  Maciel  elaborated  by  saying  the  project,  as  spelled 
out  by  that  meeting,  projected  a complete  theatre.  Sances,  in 
the  face  of  Thielan's  denial,  asserted,  "Was  it  originally 
intended  that  we  be  left  with  a shell?" 

Later  in  the  evening,  Juan  Pablo  Gutierrez,  Development 
Director,  caused  the  cultural  heart  of  the  district  to  skip  a 
beat  as  he  fingered  the  pulse  of  frustration  after  being 
locked  out  of  the  center  for  more  than  two  years.  He  berated 
Thielan  by  calling  her  "the  single  most  obstacle  in  achieving 
our  goals."  As  Thielan  sat,  back  to  Gutierrez,  refusing  to 
come  face  to  face  with  his  anger,  he  admonished  the  silenced 
crowd  for  being  so  polite  and  restrained. 

So  with  the  opening  of  the  M.C.C.  building,  many  of  the 
groups  who  have  been  waiting  for  what  has  seemed  an  eternity 
encounter  yet  more  obstacles.  The  N.A.P.,  originally  intended 
as  an  advocate,  seems,  to  many,  to  be  more  an  adversary  and 
antagonist  locked  in  a precarious  relationship  with  the  M.C.C. 
Money  for  the  third  phase  of  the  project  is,  at  this  point, 
only  penciled  in  on  dream  sheets,  and  even  though  the  funding 
is  much  needed,  it  elicits  more  than  a painful  wince  with  the 
mentioning...  given  the  phase  II  experience.  But,  judging  by 
the  turnout  and  the  fervor  of  the  meeting,  no  one  on  this  side 
of  town  is  running  scared.  It  would  only  be  helpful,  though, 
if  the  city  and  the  Arts  Commission  would  prioritize  funds  for 
a working  theatre  in  the  Mission  over  Christmas  trees  in 
Davies  Hall  (because  we  don't  get  Getty  matching  funds  after 
the  Hotel  Tax  Fund  runs  out). 

While  leaving  the  meeting  I stopped  and  spoke  to  Ann 
Thielan  for  a few  moments.  She  said,  "I  don't  think  it's  (the 
M.C.C.  building)  just  a shell."  I'll  withhold  my  comment,  in 
all  fairness,  while  you  check  it  out:  2868  Mission  Street. 


CITY  LOCKSMITHS 

3388  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  941 10 
(415)  641-8555 


1 MOT  S.  SASH! 


HOURS  -9AM  TO  5 P M 
MONDAY  THRU  SATURDAY 


Bill’s  Coins 


JOE  HALL 


3166  - 16-H  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  9-5103 


626-4747 
set. 61  15 


ABBY  ABINANTI 

Attorney  at  Law 

A sole  practitioner  emphasizing  powers  of  attorney; 
wills;  agreements  to  purchase  real  property;  agreements 
to  purchase  and  manage  businesses;  contracts;  small 
business  advice;  adoptions;  relationship  agreements. 
Over  ten  years  experience  in  Indian  Law.  Civil 
litigation  expertise  in  all  above  areas  plus  employment 
discrimination  and  labor  experience. 

3163  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10  (415)  285-8010 
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CERAMICS 
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J 
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DRAWING 
COLOR  & DESIGN 
SCULPTURE 
METAL  ARTS 
PRINTMAKING 
CALLIGRAPHY 


WINTER  SESSION 
JANUARY  12  - MARCH  21,  1987 

CLASSES  FOR  ADULTS 
AND  CHILDREN 

On  site  parking  and  evening  security  provided. 

333  DOLORES  ST  863-6890 


EL  TEATRO  DE  LA  ESPERANZA  Presents 


LOTERIA 

DE 

PASIONES 

an  original  play  directed  by 
Enrique  Balleste 

Feb.  20-March  22, 1987 

Thurs.  -Sat.  8:00  p.m.  Sun.  7:00  p.m. 


at  the  MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER 

2868  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA 

Tickets  $7.00  Thurs.  & Sun.  $8,00  Fri.  & Sat. 


For  Information,  Tickets  and  Group  Rates  call  (415)  695-1410 


MISSION  CULRJRAL  CENTER 

2868  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA 


A CALL  TO  ACTION 


In  a dramatic  display  of 
community  involvement  and 
democracy  in  action,  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center 
held  a meeting  between 
the  community  and  the 
Friends  of  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  to 
air-out  grievances  and 
attempt  to  strengthen  the 
center  for  up-coming 
years . After  much 

debate,  with  proposals 
and  counter  proposals 
ranging  from  a call  for 
open  elections  to 

accelerating  the  levels 
of  volunteer 

participation,  and 

thereby  increase 

membership  for  July 
elections,  a motion  was 
passed  by  a vote  of  65  to 
14  to  increase 

membership. 

The  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  beset  in  recent 
years  by  a deluge  of.  work 
resulting  from  weighty 
contractural 

bureaucracies,  lack  of 
adequate  funding  and 
accumulated  set-backs, 
suddenly  found  itself 

with  a resurgence  of 

string  community  support 
and  an  impressive  list  of 
people  wanting  to 

volunteer  their  work. 


the  Center.  This  would 
enable  them  to  vote  in 
the  July  elections  when  a 
full  fifteen  member  board 
will  be  elected.  For 
more  information  call 
Dorinda  Moreno  at 

821-1155. 

#2  To  form  a committee 
within  thirty  days  to 
research  various 

possibilities  of  revising 
or  amending  the  Bylaws  to 
be  presented  to  the 
current  board  as 

suggestions  for  enhancing 
and  encouraging  more 

community  participation, 
representation  and  access 
to  the  Center.  A meeting 
will  be  held  Monday 
February  16th  for  those 
interested  at  the  Mission 
Recreation  Center 
745  Treat  Street,  at  7:00 
p. m. . For  more 

information  call  Michael 
Page  at  648-6865.  Vote 
on  this  motion  was  50  to 
14. 

CALL  TO  ACTIONS: 

1*1  To  all  cultural 
workers  and  community  at 
large  to  put  their  ideas, 
skills  and  principles  to 
action  and  become  more 
involved  in  any  level  of 
local,  national  and 
international  support  for 
the  Mission  Cultural 
Center . 


Y&u 


The  Mission  Cultural  Center  is  in  need  of  help  in  the  way  of  supplies  and 
volunteers  If  you  are  will  in®,  to  donate  vour  time  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cultural 
Center  and  the  Mission  Ccmnitv , please  call  us  We  are  in  need  of  workers  to  do 
carpentry,  bookkeeping , cleaning,  painting,  fundraising  and  assorted  other  chores, 

We  also  need  supplies  and  equipment  If  you  can  donate  cleaning,  painting, 
office  sunplies,  tables,  desks,  chairs,  carpentry  tools,  art  materials,  typewriters , 
telephone  answering  machines,  file  cabinets,  a people- friendly  ccranuter.  conyin® 
machine,  van  or  VCR  please  contact  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  at  821-1155. 

The  following,  is  a list  of  people  and  telephone  Timbers  vou  can  contact  to 
get  specific  information  about  specific  tasks 

Conouter  Networking-  Raul  Ocazionez  - 621-8481.  Newspaper -Michael  °age-648-6865 

Victor  Martinez-  648-2607 


Set  Paintin*  & Carpentry-Maria  Ronev-821-1155/695-1410 
Kasey  Rios-821-1155 
Bobby  Castillo-821-1155 


Fundraising -Juan  Pablo 
821-1155 


Cranhics-  Rene  Castro  & Jos  Sances-  821-0119 


Archives  & Library  Collection- 
Ebrinda  Moreno  821-1155 


Bookkeeping  & office  Skills-  Oscar  Maciel-821-1155  Heater  Installation-  Bobby  Castillo 

821-1155 


MOTIONS  PASSED: 

#1  A motion  proposed  by 
Jim  Prigoff  and  passed 
overwhelmingly  by  a vote 
of  four  to  one  was 
adopted  to  encourage 
those  interested  in 
becoming  members  to 
volunteer  a minimum  of 
twenty  hours  of  work  to 


#2.  To  come  in 
multitudes  to  attend 
TEATRO  DE  LA  ESPERANZA’ S 
"Loteria  de  Pasiones", 
February  20th  through 
March  22  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  and  be 
entertained  as  they  have 
never  been  entertained  in 
their  lives. 


Theatre  Light ing-Luis  Abavrrea- 362 -5587 

Kasev  Rios-821-1155  Sprinp  Cleaning-Maria  de  Colcmbia- 

821-6874 

Advisory  Board/Mentor  Pool-Lstela  Garcia-647-4141 
(Leadership  Develownent) 
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back  in  twenty  years  with  children  who  stand  in  front  of  the 
war  memorial  and  ask  "Daddy...  what  was  nicuragua  and  how  do  I 
spell  it?" 

The  Vietnam  War  Memorial  is  a long  piece  of  polished 
stone  in  Washington,  D.C.  with  the  names  of  all  of  the 
soldiers  who  died  in  Vietnam  inscribed  upon  it.  If  the  names 
of  all  the  Vietnamese  who  died  in  that  war  were  there,  too, 
there  would  be  hundreds  of  war  memorials,  not  just  one. 
Somehow,  the  significance  of  this  fact  was  lost  in  the  movie 
Platoon  and  in  the  comic  book  "The  Nam". 

The  massacre  of  a Vietnamese  village  in  Platoon  is  used 
to  show  the  psychological  dynamics  that  lead  to  this  kind  of 
an  action.  The  soldiers,  anxious  and  on  edge,  terrified  and 
thirsting  for  revenge  for  a fallen  comrade,  are  unable  to  find 
the  Viet  Cong  responsible  and  vent  their  anger  on  a village. 
Tney  wipe  out  civilians,  rape  women,  and  burn  down  all  the 
homes.  The  scene  shows  the  United  States  military  doing  what 
occupying  forces  have  done  for  thousands  of  years.  It  is  what 
the  Germans  did  in  World  War  II,  the  Russians  in  Afghanistan, 
the  Israelis  in  Lebanon,  and  what  the  United  States  may  soon 
do  again  in  Nicaragua.  However,  the  true  Viet  Nam  story  is 
not  purely  about  psychological  tension.  It  is  not  solely  the 
story  of  the  victim-ization  of  soldiers  through  the 
combination  of  poverty  and  Army  recruiting.  It  is  also  not 
purely  the  story  of  Vietnam  itself,  which  to  date  has  had  a 
relatively  minor  role  in  Vietnam  war  movies,  being  relegated 
to  providing  the  background  for  American  war  stories.  It 
includes  the  political  and  economic  forces  that  create  this 
kind  of  thing  that  shape  a Mai  Lai  incident.  It  includes  the 


History...  history  has  this  strange  way  of  existing 
regardless  of  which  way  we  choose  to  look  at  it.  We  can  not 
look,  or  edit  what  we  don't  care  to  see,  or  we  can  investigate 
to  try  to  understand  what  we  don't  know.  The  latter  seems  to 
be  the  main  marketing  point  for  books  and  movies  about  Vietnam 
these  days.  Time-Life  Books,  for  example,  has  a commercial  on 
television.  In  it,  a child  asks  his  father  the  question, 
"Daddy...  What  is  Vietnam?" 

This  same  question  is  what  Oliver  Stone  is  trying  to 
answer  in  his  latest  movie.  Platoon . Platoon  is  about  the 
experiences  of  a soldier  in  Vietnam.  It  is  essentially  the 
tale  of  a miserable  experience,  a pointless  experience  and, 
more  importantly,  the  victimization  of  the  U.S.  soldiers  who, 
drawn  from  the  lower  classes,  are  forced  to  go  through  it. 

There  is  a new  Marvel  comic  book  out  called  "The  Nam". 
It,  too,  tells  the  story  of  the  experiences  that  soldiers  went 
through  in  Vietnam.  It  even  shows  corrupt  officers  taking 
bribes  from  soldiers  to  get  them  safer  assignments.  However, 
in  "The  Nam"  comic  book,  the  corrupt  officers  get  caught  by 
the  C.I .D. 

Platoon  is  more  hard-hitting  than  "The  Nam".  It  is  more 
concerned  with  the  class  system,  with  the  dynamics  of  My-Lai 
style  massacres,  and  with  the  exploitation  of  soldiers.  "The 
Nam"  seems  to  be  more  interested  in  a kind  of  dark 
adventurism.  It's  tamer,  but  then  it's  a comic  book.  Both 
are  primarily  concerned  with  the  nature  of  the  Vietnam 
experience  for  North  American  soldiers. 

The  _child  asks,  "What  is  Vietnam?"  The  letters  page  of 
"The  Nam"  comic  is  full  of  letters  from  veterans  praising 
Marvel  for  answering  this  child. 

For  every  message  there  is  a market  and  there  is  clearly 
a market  for  books  and  movie  about  Vietnam.  Yet  there  is  a 
history  to  the  Vietnam  War  and  history  tends  to  include  things 
not  deemed  fit  for  presentation  to  the  public  by  the 
mechanisms  in  our  society  that  determine  what  does  and  what 
doesn't  get  seen.  While  both  Platoon  and  "The  Nam"  appear  to 
poke  at  the  edges  of  what  is  permissable  to  talk  about  in 
major  media,  neither  of  them  understands  the  question,  "What 
is  Vietnam?" 

We  have  a society  in  which  unemployment  is  alleviated 
from  time  to  time  by  military  action.  We  have  an  economy 
inextricably  linked  to  an  arms  industry  that  requires  using  up 
weaponry  in  another  country  from  time  to  time.  We  have  a 
political  reality  that  requires  waging  war,  overt  or  covert, 
against  some  symbol  of  Communism  periodically.  We  have, 
essentially,  all  the  components  of  a militaristic  society. 

In  the  mid-1950 ’ s , the  United  States  did  not  "inherit" 
the  war  in  Vietnam  from  the  French.  Rather,  it  willingly  took 
it  over.  Later  on,  Nixon  did  not  "inherit"  the  war  from 
Johnson.  He  wanted  it...  couldn't  wait  to  get  his  hands  on 
it.  It  was  lost  sometime  during  his  administration.  There 
was  some  scandal,  then  a tew  presidencies  in  between  that  I 
can  remember  just  now,  then  we  got  Reagan  who  is  anxious  to 
have  his  own  Vietnam  in  Nicaragua.  Will  Time-Life  Books  look 
social  climate  that  allows,  even  encourages  it.  It  includes 
the  causes  so  that  we  may  look  at  them  and  determine  what  we 
should  be  doing  now  to  prevent  re-creating  the  situation  all 
over  again  in  Central  America.  It  includes  the  lessons  of 
history. 

Ultimately,  Platoon  raises  many  more  serious  questions 
than  "The  Nam".  "The  Nam"  is  a comic  book  and,  as  such,  tends 
to  simplify  and  trivialize  the  war.  Both,  however,  contain 
themselves  to  dealing  only  with  the  experiences  Vietnam 
veterans  had  over  there.  By  doing  this,  they  sidestep  the 
larger  issues  of  the  war,  issues  like  why  it  happened  and  who 
was  responsible.  Because  of  this  severe  limitation,  neither 
really  addresses  the  question,  "What  is  Vietnam?" 
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NORTH  MISSION 
ASSOCIATION 

TOWN  MEETING 

Tuesday,  Feb  17,  7:30  pm 

EL  BUEN  PASTOR  CHURCH 
439  Guerrero  St  (near  16 ) 

On  February  17,  at  7:30,  the  North  Mission  Association! 
will  host  representatives  of  the  new  movement  which  is  afoot 
to  return  district  elections  to  San  Francisco. 

The  proponents  contend  that  the  present  at-large  system! 
makes  for  an  unresponsive  Board  of  Supervisors  accountable! 
only  to  wealthy  special  interests.  But  opponents  claim  that 
district-elected  Supervisors  would  inadequately  represent  the 
whole  City  and  that  district  elections  would  threaten  minority 
(Black,  Asian,  Latino  and  Gay)  representation. 

Of  particular  concern  is  the  manner  in  which  the  lines 
are  to  be  drawn.  Two  boundaries  specifically  affect  the  North 
Mission.  Organizations  such  as  the  Latino  Democratic  Clubj 
want  to  expand  the  Mission , District  6 , south  to  include  more 
Hispanics,  while  giving  the  South  of  Market  to  Doris  Ward's 
District  7.  South  of  Market  advocates  claim  that  this  would 
put  most  undeveloped  land  in  the  hands  of  the  one  supervisor. 

Also,  Latino  and  Gay  interests  are  struggling  over  the 
boundary  between  Districts  5 and  6,  which  will  fall  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dolores  or  Church  Streets  and  may  determine 
whether  the  Mission  will  be  represented  by  a gay  or  a Latino. 

If  you  are  concerned  about  the  future  direction  of  the 
Mission,  please  attend  this  meeting. 


803-1087 


3117  16  St 


FEBRUARY 

Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

12  13  14 

"A  Parable  for  the  Nuclear  Age" 

- prettlierel  Dennis  O'Rourke,* 

HALF  LIFE 

12th,Benefit  for  S.F.  7:00,  9:00  (Sat  mats  3:30,  5:15) 

Nuclear  Free  Zone 

(on  Nov.  3 ballot)  mother  teresa  «t  noon,  z:00 

15  16  17 

Andrei  Tarkovsky's 

THE  MIRROR 

8:00,  10:00  (Sun  mat  4:00) 


etc. 

The  San  Francisco  Tenants'  Union  is  currently  developing  a 
program  to  assist  SINGLE  PARENTS  who  are,  or  have  had, 
difficulties  with  landlords.  If  you  are  a single  parent  who 
has  been  discriminated  against  in  housing  or  is  experiencing 
harassment  or  eviction,  please  contact  Linda  at  the  Tenants' 
Union,  558  Capp.  We  want  to  help  and,  in  the  process,  prevent 
further  occurrences.  282-6622  (leave  message) 

The  California  Abortion  Rights  Action  League  will  hold  a 
reception  for  its  new  Executive  Director  Nancy  Walker  at  The 
Langtry  Inn,  637  Steiner  Street  on  February  20  from  5 to  8PM. 
Tickets  are  on  a sliding  scale  from  $20.  751-0300. 

Letters-To-The-Editor 

Gentlemen : 

The  homeless/hunger  problem  in  the  City  is  ever 
increasing  in  drastic  proportions,  especially  in  the  Mission 
neighborhood.  A point  in  case  is  the  only  soup  kitchen  open 
aurin  the  evenings,  7 days  a week.  In  fact,  since  it  is  open 
during  evenings,  as  word  spreads  throughout  the  City's 
homeless  population,  its  facilities,  staff  of  volunteers  and 
donations  of  food  become  very  overburdened.  The  soup  kitchen 
is  operated  by  the  missionaries  of  charity  (974  Valencia  at 
21st,  821-9687,  open  5-6PM  daily)  which  is  Mother  Teresa's 

order.  In  addition,  many  volunteers  help  serve  these 
unfortunates  who  shove  their  way  into  the  front  doors  each 
evening  like  cattle.  Although  well  meaning,  the  Sisters  are 
no  physical  match  for  the  crowds  of  winos,  homeless,  poor  of 
all  races.  Especially  the  drunks  show  disrespect,  foul 
language,  etc.  There  have  been  racially  motivated  fights  both 
inside  and  on  the  sidewalk  out  front,  resulting  in  blood. 
There  are  no  rules,  no  order  or  " chaperon  se " , guards  or 
organized  monitors  to  control  the  growing  crowds.  Many 
mercnants/neighbors  have  complained  to  the  Police.  The  crowds 
cut  in  line,  block  sidewalks  and  fight.  Too  much  tension! 
Better  control/rules/  organization  is  essential! 

- A Neighbor 


■albion 

3139  16th  st/Valencia  d 1 U 


Donatella  Bagllvo't  ANDREI  TARKOVSKY: 

A POET  IN  THE  CINEMA  s is 


MOTHER  TERESA  at  NOON,  2:00 


La  Pajarita:  International  books  and  music 

A Our  record  and  tape  collection  is  drawn 
from  all  over  the  world  and  includes  a large 
inventory  of:  ethnic,  Brazilian,  Afro- 
Caribean,  Salsa,  Latin-American, 

French,  Italian,  Spanish 
and  Flamenco.  Plus: 
games,  greeting  cards  and 
dictionaries  as  well  as  in- 
ternational magazines 


and  newspapers.  Our 
bookshelves  in- 
clude English, 
Spanish  and 
French 
titles. 


MAGAZINES 
MUSIC  • BOOKS 


New  s-. Media 
international 
M 2S  l(>lh  St. 
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YOU  ARE  WELCOME  AT 
MISSION  DENTAL  BUILDING 
FOR  ALL  PHASES  OF  DENTISTRY 
2440  MISSION  285-9900 

lUtart  C.  c^rw  D.D.*.  V.  Aaa*ataf1t  Db*. 

•«T»n  Af»l  D.OJ. 

TIimhi  RorKxtonH*! 

Ramona  U Lauren.  R.D.H. 


530-6601  1065  VALENCIA  STREET 

Mon  thru  Serf  10  to  6 (Between  21st  & 22nd  St.) 

Thure  10  to  8 Son  Francisco.  CA  941 10 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 


SCHWINN 

dPEDCEOT 
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NEIGHBORS  LYMM  JOHNSON 


- by  Lynn  Johnson 

Tnis  is  usually  the  time  to  start  talking  about  the  first 
blossoms  on  the  plum  trees,  or  at  least  the  buds,  but  the 
weather  has  been  so  strange  this  winter  that  all  the  plants 
seem  confused  and  unpredictable.  The  late  sunshine  in  '86 
followed  by  rain  and  extreme  cold  have  pussywillows  shedding 
leaves  and  budding  at  the  same  time,  roses  struggling  to 
decide  whether  to  grow  or  go  dormant,  and  plum  trees  just 
sitting  it  out,  biding  their  time.  1 agree  with  the  plum 
trees.  I think  this  is  a perfect  time  of  year  to  stay  under 
the  electric  blanket  and  let  the  rest  of  the  world  go  by. 
Reading  books,  watching  movies  and  napping  is  my  favorite 
formula  for  recovering  from  the  holidays  and  beginning  the  new 
year. 

When  rents  are  high  they  come  and  they  go  with  rarely  a 
chance  to  survive.  1 was  very  excited  to  talk  about  one  of 
my  best  restaurant  finds  in  years  in  this  column,  but  it's 
already  gone.  Seems  that  MIRIAM’S  on  Valencia  between  16th 
and  17th  sublet  the  restaurant  to  a delightful  young  couple 
with  an  option  to  buy.  (This  is  the  story  I was  told  at  once- 
again-MIRI AM ' S . ) All  of  a sudden  the  inside  was  elegantly 
white  with  wonderful  paintings  by  a Peruvian  artist  on  the 
walls  and  an  Italian  menu  in  the  window.  There  was  no  name  to 
the  restaurant,  just  a sandwich  board  on  tne  sidewalk  in  front 
listing  specials.  Severa  and  I wandered  in  two  nights  before 
Christmas  and  feasted  on  the  best  Italian  food  I've  had  since 
I lived  in  Rome,  and  paid  almost  nothing.  The  beautiful  woman 
serving  us  said  she  was  Argentinian  and  her  husband  in  the 
kitchen  was  Peruvian  but  his  mother  was  Italian.  Well,  let  me 
tell  you,  that  woman  should  get  a medal  for  teaching  her  son 
to  cook.  So  I went  back  two  more  times  and  every  time  it  was 
just  as  good,  but  no  one  else  seemed  to  know  about  it.  Except 
for  a large  table  of  family  members  it  was  always  empty.  Just 
as  I was  calling  everyone  I knew  to  get  over  to  this  unnamed 
restaurant,  Severa  left  a frantic  and  doleful  message  on  my 
machine:  "What  the  hell’s  going  on?  Miriam's  back!!"  Sure 
enough,  Miriam's  back  and  the  Peruvian  paintings  are  gone  and 
Miriam's  red  vinyl  m-enus  are  on  the  tables  again  with  the 
salsa  and  chips.  I've  always  liked  Miriam's,  but  I sure  hope 
I find  out  if  that  couple  open  another  Italian  restaurant. 
MIRIAM'S  currently  has  some  great  breakfast  specials  going. 
You  can  choose  from  a list  of  delicious  and  bountiful 
breakfasts  and  each  is  only  $2.50. 

I finally  made  it  to  SBPI'S  at  16th  and  Guerrero.  As 
I've  mentioned  before,  this  corner  has  my  favorite  interior  of 
any  restaurant  in  the  Mission.  Lots  of  tile,  an  open 
mezzanine  balcony,  an  old-fashioned  soda  fountain,  and  roomy 
private  oooths  of  rich  dark  wood.  The  dinner  of  homemade  soup 
ana  homemade  pasta  (yes,  they  make  their  own  pasta)  was  great, 
but  dessert  was  the  best.  A truly  old-fashioned  chocolate  ice 
cream  soda  with  two  straws:  a perfect  denouement  for  a 
romantic  weekend.  (That's  the  other  great  part  of  staying 
under  the  electric  blanket  this  time  of  year:  Having  someone 


wonoerful  under  there  with  you.)  I would  have  liked  a glass 
of  wine  with  the  meal,  but  SKFl'S  is  still  waiting  on  their 
license.  Hopefully  by  the  time  you  read  this  they'll  have  it. 

CHAPALITA  DELICATESSEN  on  16th  between  Guerrero  and 
Valencia  has  taken  out  the  groceries  and  put  in  tables  and 
chairs  for  the  on-site  enjoyment  of  their  great  burntos. 
Down  the  street  across  Valencia,  LOS  PORTALBS.  At  the  corner 
KAH  LIQUORS  seems  to  have  its  expansion  well  underway,  and  it 
looks  like  they're  doing  a nice  job.  It'll  be  interesting  to 
see  now  they  expand  their  inventory. 

SAM'S  SHOE  SERVICE  at  3135  16th  Street  is  a great  example 
of  that  fast-disappearing  endangered  species,  the  neighborhood 
service  business.  Unfortunately,  rumor  has  it  that  Sam  is  no 
longer  behind  the  counter.  It's  really  sad  to  lose  a 
familiar  face  in  the  neighborhood  after  so  many  years,  but  I 
wisn  Sam  well,  and  I hope  the  new  people  maintain  the  high 
level  of  quality  and  service  that  Sam  always  upheld. 

O.K.,  so  I O.D.'d  on  sushi  a while  back,  and  I still 
haven’t  tried  COUNTRY  STATION  SUSHI  CAFE  at  2140  Mission  at 
Sycamore.  I am,  however,  impressed  with  the  looks  of  the 
place.  They've  really  made  that  corner  look  appealing,  and 
the  food  and  the  prices  look  very  appealing  too.  I hear  they 
have  a Sushi-to-go  special  that's  really  a bargain. 

If  you  like  to  browse  for  furniture  bargains,  drop  in 
NESTOR'S  UNIVERSE  at  535  Valencia  Street  Wednesday  through 
Saturday.  It's  a new  store  in  the  neighborhood  that  deserves 
attention.  HARRINGTON'S  at  17th  and  Valencia  is  good  too.  I 
stop  in  every  once  in  a while,  and  I've  often  found  just  the 
piece  of  furniture  I need  at  a really  low  price.  The  stock 
changes  often  so  it  pays  to  check  them- out  more  than  once. 

For  used  appliances  I still  recommend  RODRIGUES 
APPLIANCES  at  3036  24th  Street.  I was  shopping  for  a washing 
machine  for  a friend  recently  and  found  30  rebuilt  ones  at  low 
prices  with  great  warranties.  I like  the  place  because  they 
really  take  the  time  to  answer  questions  honestly  about  what 
fcjnc.  of. machine  is  best  for  what  you  need.  And  from 
experience  I find  their  warranty  service  commendable. 

Next  time  you've  on  16th  Street,  stop  in  LINO  BELLE  for 
some  eye  delights.  It's  now  an  art  gallery  as  well  as  hair 
salon  and  there  are  some  delightful  creations  on  display. 
There's  a lot  of  artistry  behind  the  chairs  too,  and  you'll 
see  some  beautiful  creations  walk  out  the  door  after  a cut  or 
color  from  LINO  BELLE. 

After  41  years  of  practice.  Dr.  John  Muzio,  DDS  has 
closed  his  office  at  3004  16th  Street  and  retired.  Good-bye 
and  best  wishes  to  Dr.  Muzio. 

Mabou  Mines'  "Cold  Harbor"  at  THEATER  ARTAUD  was  a good 
show  with  a very  confusing  ending.  When  the  lights  went  off 
for  the  final  curtain,  the  applause  was  forever  in  beginning 
because  no  one  knew  if  it  was  over.  Bill  Raymond  was  great  as 
Ulysses  S.  Grant.  The  show  was  a revealing  nistory  of  Grant 
ir.  the  delightful  format  of  a museum  exhibit  that  comes  alive 
often  to  the  dismay  of  the  curators.  I was  reminded  that 
ugly  wars,  dirty  politics  and  greedy  goals  are  nothing  new  in 
•U.S.  government. 


SOUP  OF  THE  DAY  Small  1.25  Large  160 


BAKED  FRENCH  ONION  SOUP  2.00 
Baked  with  Mozzarella  cheese. 


THE  MISSION  S MOST  CIVILIZED  CAFE-RESTAURANT 

Serving  Breakfast.  Lunch  A Supper 
Espressos.  Desserts.  Beer  and  Wine 

Monday-  Friday  8a.m. -11p.m. 

Saturday  9 a. m — 11p.m.  Sunday  10  — 9 


ENTREES- Chef's  Daily  Special 

Aik  your  server  about  today's  special. 


PASTA  2.85 

Fettuccini  or  tortellini  with  your  choice  of  alfredo. 


CHINESE  TASTY  4.75 
Egg  rolls,  Chineie  ribs  and  fried  prawns 


BOSTON  CREAMY  CLAM  CHOWDER  2.00 
SANDWICHES 


FRESH  VEGETABLE  PLATTER  3 50 
Steamed  vegetables  with  one  poached  egg. 


CHICKEN  IN  A BASKET  4.75 
Deep  fried  honey  chicken  with  french  fries 
and  fresh  vegetable  garnish 


Wholewheat,  blackbread.  bagel,  or  french  roll  with  lettuce,  tomato, 
pickle,  olive,  and  with  potato  salad  or  coleslaw. 


2 75 

SWISS  PMFFSF 

2 85 

3 00 

3.00 

3 25 

CLUB  SANDWICH  3.60 

Bacon,  breast  of  turkey,  swiss  cheese  with 
white  bread  toasted. 

BAY  SHRIMP  CROISSANT  4.25 

Croissant  with  alfalfa  sprouts,  avocado  and 
bay  shrimp  salad. 

HOT  SANDWICHES 

Served  with  french  fries  and  fresh  tomato,  onion,  lettuce,  pickle. 

RASHER  BURGER  3.50 

7 oz.  of  ground  beef  topped  with  American 
cheese  and  crisp  bacon 

BREAST  OF  CHICKEN  SANDWICH  4.25 
Baked  chicken  breast  on  sourdough  bread 
with  mushroom  sauce 

STEAK  SANDWICH  4.25 

New  York  sirloin  on  sourdough  bread 
with  tarragon  red  wine  sauce. 

REUBEN'S  CUBE  3.75 

Thinly  sliced  corned  beef  with  sauerkraut, 
swiss  cheese  and  dressing  on  wholewheat. 

MONTEREY  BURGER  3.50 

7 oz,  of  ground  beef  with  Monterey  Jack 
cheese 

SALADS-Served  with  hot  french 

roll  or  blackbread 

JOE'S  WAY  3.60 

Scrambled  eggs  with  ground  beef,  onion  and  spinach. 


SPINACH  AND  MUSHROOM  QUICHE  4.25 
Served  with  fresh  fruit  and  garden  salad 

FISHERMAN'S  QUICHE  455  PANCHO  NACHOS  355 

Scallops,  crab  and  shrimp  served  Corn  chips  Cheddar  cheese  guacamole. 

with  fresh  fruits  and  garden  salad.  tomato,  sour  cream. 

DINNER  - Served  from  6:30  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m. 

DINNER  APPETIZERS 


CALAMARI  2.25 

Deep  fried  with  tartar  sauce  or  cocktail  sauce. 

SESAME  PRAWNS  2.75 
Deep  fried  with  tartar  sauce  or  cocktail  sauce. 

STEAMED  CLAMS  2.75 
Steamed  clams  in  garlic,  ginger  sauce. 


SIDE  ORDERS 

HALF  AVOCADO 0.75 

POTATO  SALAD. 1-10 

GARLIC  BREAD 

TWO  EGG  ROLLS 1 95 


DINNER  ENTREES  - Served  with  french  roll  or  blackbread. 
dinner  salad,  baked  potato  or  rice  and  fresh  vegetables. 


CALIFORNIA  FETTUCCINI  5 50 
Bay  shrimp,  avocado,  sweet  basil,  mushroom 
with  alfredo  sauce. 


PASTA  AND  PRAWNS  6.50 
Sauteed  prawns  with  a light  cream  sauce, 
fresh  herbs,  atop  fresh  fettuccini. 


DINNER  SALAD  1.50 

GARDEN  SALAD  Small  1.95  Large  3.25 
With  fresh  garden  vegetables 

FRESH  FRUIT  SALAD  3.50 
Sliced  fresh  fruit  with  cottage  cheese. 

SPINACH  SALAD  3.50 
Leaves  of  spinach,  with  walnuts,  chopped 
bacon,  eggs,  and  sliced  mushroom. 


MARKET  SALAD  4 25 
Sliced  of  chicken,  ham,  swiss  cheese  and 
salami  with  fresh  garden  vegetables. 

COUNTRY  CHICKEN  SALAD  4.75 
Artichoke  filled  with  marinated  chicken 
Iresh  vegetables  garnish  and  ginger  dressing 
THE  CLARION  SALAD  5.75 
Fresh  garden  salad  with  chicken 
prawn,  and  avocado 


(DRESSING  SERVED  Italian,  Thousand  Island,  Spiced  Sour  Cream. 
Blue  Cheese,  and  House  Dressing) 


BREAST  OF  CHICKEN  DIJON  5 95 
Broiled  breast  of  chicken  with  DiJon  Mustard  sauce 


PACIFIC  SEAFOOD  PLATTER  6.50 
Fried  calamari,  oysters,  prawns,  and  petrale  sole 
with  tartar  sauce. 


CORNISH  HEN  AND  GINGER  6.25 
Cornish  hen  marinated  in  teniyaki  sauce, 
broiled  with  ginger  sauce. 

ROAST  RIB  OF  BEEF  AU  JUS  6.50 
Prime  rib  of  beef  with  Au  Jus  and  horseradish. 

NEW  YORK  SIRLOIN  STEAK  6.50 
Broiled  sirloin  steak  with  red  wine  and  butter  sauce. 


FRESH  PACIFIC  FISH  6.25 
Choice  of  Petrale  Sole.  Swordfish.  Snapper.  Halibut, 
Salmon,  Sea  Bass.  Rainbow  Trout. 

Your  choice  of  preparation:  sauteed  wrth  beurre  blanc  sauce, 
poached  with  Hollandeise  sauce  or  broiled  with  ravigote  sauce 


"Dances  of  Passion  and  Fire"  by  Rosa  Motoya  Bailes 
Flamencos  will  be  at  tbe  Herbst  Theater  February  20th  and  21st 
with  performances  at  8:30.  This  Spanish  company  of  ten 
dancers,  singers  and  musicians  promises  to  fill  the  stage  with 
a glorious  whirl  of  gypsy  spirit  and  sensuality.  Sounds  good 
to  me.  Tickets  are  available  from  the  City  Box  Office,  141 
Kearny  Street,  and  all  BASS  outlets. 


Rosa  Montoya 

The  CLARION  CAFE,  2118  Mission  Street,  will  have  some 
free  entertainment  this  month.  February  13,  Steven  Riave 
provides  a free  evening  of  political  and  personal  songs  and  on 
February  21,  Bernard  Gilbert  sings  topical  and  satirical 
songs.  All  for  free.  Well,  you  could  at  least  buy  a cup  of 
coffee  while  you're  there.  For  more  info,  call  661-3835. 

The  first  of  a series  of  lectures  by  some  of  the  finest 
S.  F.  Bay  Area's  community  muralists  will  begin  Thursday, 
Fehruary  19,  at  7:30  PM.  The  free  presentations  will  be  held 
r-iT  the  PRECITA  BYES  MURAL  ARTS  CENTER,  348  Precita  (near 
Folsom  Street).  The  first  lecture  will  be  by  the  PLACA-NICA 
group  who  just  recently  completed  a mural  in  Managua, 
Nicaragua.  For  more  info,  call  285-2287. 

The  GALERIA  DE  LA  RAZA'S  first  exhibit  this  year  will  be 
"Steven  Moses  (1963-1986):  J.n  Memorium".  This  will  be  a pre- 
sentation of  paintings,  drawing  and  sculpture  by  a sensitive 
young  man  whose  promise  as  an  artist  was  swiftly  and  brutally 


A NON-PROFIT  COMMUNITY/ARTS  CENTER 
PARTY  AT  SF'S  MOST  UNIQUE  DANCE  HALL 


BOB  MARLEY  DAY 
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whfelchair accessible  ia99  Potrero  Ave.,  S F 826-4290 
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ended  by  an  unknown  assailant  on  a San  Francisco  street.  The 
exhibition  will  last  three  weeks  from  January  30  to  February 
21  with  Galena  hours  1 PM  to  6 PM  Tuesday  to  Saturday. 


The  Dance  Brigade,  a new  group  from  Wallflower  Order,  is 
performing  "Bloodroots , " a weekend  of  benefit  performances  for 
neighborhood  groups.  It's  February  6,  7 and  8 at  NEW 
PERFORMANCE  GALLERY,  3153  17th  Street.  Kaleidoscope  West 
Tneater  Company  presents  "The  Woolgatherer " by  William 
Mastrosimone  February  13  through  March  7 at  STUDIO  EREMOS  at 
Project  Artaud,  499  Alabama. 

February  is  Community  College  Month  at  the  San  Francisco 
Community  College  District.  For  further  information  on 
college  credit  programs  or  non-credit  continuing  education  you 
can  call  239-3000. 

The  EYB  GALLERY,  758  Valencia  Street,  is  exhibiting  the 
photographs  of  Florentin  Draghia  and  Curt  McDowell  February  19 
to  March  29.  This  should  be  an  especially  exciting  exhibit 
from  two  wonderful  artists. 

The  San  Francisco  Nuclear  Free  Zone  is  having  a benefit 
at  the  ROXIB  THEATER  on  February  12  at  7 PM  sharp!  Profits 
will  go  to  the  campaign  for  the  Nuclear  Free  Zone  initiative 
to  be  on  our  ballot  this  November.  This  will  be  the  west 
coast  premiere  of  the  documentary  "Half-Life"  with  Richard 
Hongisto  as  featured  speaker,  music  by  Freedom  Song  Network, 
and  poetry  by  Deetja  B. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  WOMEN  AGAINST  RAPE  has  expanded  its 

counseling,  advocacy  and  education  programs  to  include  "House 
Meetings".  House  meetings  are  groups  of  women  meeting  with 
friends  and  neighbors  in  one  of  their  homes,  joined  by  two 
SFWAR  members  to  discuss  concerns,  fears  and  prevention  ,of 
rape.  By  breaking  isolation,  meeting  neighbors  and  helping 
one  another  you  can  prevent  a rape.  To  plan  a house  meeting 
or  find  out  about  one  you  can  attend,  call  861-2024. 

WOMAN,  INC.  (Women  Organized  to  Make  Abuse  Nonexistent) 
is  beginning  a training  session  for  new  WOMAN  Inc. /La  Casa 
volunteer  advocates  to  provide  the  vital  services  of  crisis 
counseling  on  their  24-hour  crisis  line  to  battered  women  and 
their  families.  Call  469-7650  for  further  information. 

We've  got  two  of  my  favorite  holidays  this  month: 
Groundhog  Day  and  Valentine's  Day.  Anyone  familiar  with  the 
offices  of  the  North  Mission  News  will  nave  noticed  by  now  the 
obvious  evidence  of  a recent  visit  of  St.  Valentine  to  those 
quarters.  Whether  you  have  a valentine  or  not,  love  yourself. 
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The  Phelan  Building,  at  the  corner  of  Market  and 
O’Farrell  Streets,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  its  kind  in 
San  Francisco.  When  the  sun  shines  on  the  glazed  tile  which 
makes  up  its  outer  skin,  the  effect  is  wonderful.  I have 
always  thought  of  it  as  a glittering  jewel  amongst  the  gray, 
granite,  rather  drab  buildings  in  that  part  of  town. 

For  a time,  I worked  across  the  street,  right  where  the 
Yerba  Buena  development  is  going  in  on  the  south  side  of 
Market,  and  seeing  the  morning  sun  shining  on  the  Phelan 
Building  was  a sight  I'll  never  forget.  And  when  someone  told 
me  that  Jimmy  Phelan,  a life-long  bachelor,  lived  in  an 
apartment  on  top  of  his  building,  I became  very  curious  and 
started  to  ask  people  about  him  to  find  out  what  kind  of  a man 
he  was. 

My  father  and  grandmother  had  mentioned  him  a number  of 
times  when  speaking  of  the  great  work  he  was  doing  and  the 
huge  quantity  of  his  own  money  he  was  spending  for  the  relief 
of  the  people  of  this  City  after  the  disaster  of  1906.  In 
fact,  everyone  knew  about  him  in  those  days  because  he  had 
been  mayor  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  but  I was  only  8 years 
old  then  and  didn't  pay  much  attention  to  him  until  he  became 
a United  States  Senator  around  the  years  of  the  Great  War.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

You  may  wonder  wnat  started  me  thinking  about  this 
interesting  man.  Well,  the  other  day  we  were  sitting  around 
talking  about  now  it  must  have  been  to  live  here  m the  gold 
rush  days.  The  talk  turned  to  the  49ers  themselves,  and 
someone  asked  me  who  my  favorite  49er  was.  I told  them  of 
what  I had  learned,  back  in  the  '20s,  about  James  Phelan  (the 
elder)  who  had  come  here,  not  to  seek  gold,  but  to  sell  his 
merchandise  to  those  who  did.  In  fact,  he  and  his  brothers, 
who  were  already  doing  business  out  of  New  York,  sent  a couple 
of  shiploads  of  liquor  and  general  merchandise  around  the 
Horn.  James  Phelan  almost  died  of  the  fever  while  short- 
cutting  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  but  fortunately  he  and 
his  ships  finally  arrived  here  in  the  summer  of  1849  . 
Needless  to  say,  this  venture  was  extremely  successful  and,  in 
1855,  he  left  this  business  in  the  hands  of  his  brother  and, 
by  stagecoach,  started  back  to  New  York  to  marry  his  old 
sweetheart . 

He  never  got  there  because,  along  the  way,  he  got  word 
that  his  brother  back  in  San  Francisco,  Michael,  I think  it 
was,  had  made  some  bad  deals  and  lost  most  of  their  money. 
From  that  time  on  he  went  it  alone  and  spent  the  next  few 
years  building  his  fortune  and  gaining  a reputation  of 
integrity  in  the  business  community.  His  credit  was  the  best; 
his  word  was  his  bond. 

Meanwhile,  James  Phelan's  sweetheart,  Alice  Kelly,  had 
arrived  here  by  sea  in  1859  and  the  record  will  show  that  they 
were  married  by  Archbishop  Joseph  Alemany  in  Old  St.  Mary’s 
that  year. 

Around  1870  Phelan  organized  The  First  National  Gold  Bank 
of  San  Francisco  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  The  Fireman's 
Fund  Insurance  Co.  He  was  an  investor  in  real  estate, 
acquiring  the  Market  Street  property  m the  very  early  years. 
He  built  the  first  Phelan  Building  in  1860.  It  burned  in  1906. 

James  Duval  Phelan  was  born  in  1861  and  finished  St. 


Ignatius  College  in  1881.  He  enrolled  in  Hastings  Law  School, 
but  after  about  two  years  his  father,  complaining  of  poor 
health,  asked  Jimmy  to  join  him  in  the  bank.  The  firm  was  now 
caJled  Phelan  & Son.  The  move  to  bring  Jimmy  into  the 
business  proved  to  be  the  right  one  because  James  died  a few 
years  later  (in  1892)  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  2 1/2 
million  dollars,  which  was  an  enormous  amount  of  money  in 
those  days. 

So,  I guess  James  Lick  and  James  Phelan  were  the  two  most 

successful  49ers,  and  neither  one  of  them  ever  went  near  the 
Kothez  Lode!  I think  1 prefer  Phelan  because  of  his  relation- 
snip  to  the  beautiful  building  which,  incidentally,  is  said  to 
Le  tne  best  building  on  Market  Street  from  which  to  watch  a 
peraoe ! 

The  integrity  that  the  father  instilled  in  the  son  showed 
up.  in  many  ways  during  the  life  of  Jimmy  Phelan.  As  a banker 
and  administrator  his  business  practices  were  highly 
respectable.  For  this  reason,  and  because  of  a speech  he  made 
at  the  Mechanics  Institute  Fair  in  1896  exposing  massive 
corruption  in  city  government,  Fremont  Older,  crusading  editor 
of  trie  Evening  Bulletin,  asked  him  to  run  for  mayor. 

Beginning  in  1897,  Phelan  served  3 two-year  terms.  He 
gets  the  credit  for  ridding  the  City  of  its  old,  antiquated 
1856  Charter,  and  submitting  to  the  voters  a replacement  which 
authorized  municipal  acquisition  and  ownership  of  public 
utilities.  This  passed  and  went  into  effect  in  January  of 
1900.  (Later  on,  this  became  known  as  the  "Horse  and  Buggy" 
Charter  and  was  rewritten  in  1932.)  Phelan  is  remembered  as 
the  Father  of  Hetch  Hetchy.  This  water  system  has  turned  out 
to  be  one  of  our  most  profitable  possessions.  Mayor  Phelan 
worked  closely  with  the  designers  and  Sacramento  politicians 
in  order  to  assure  its  success. 

Having  been  a Vice  President  of  the  California  Commission 
at  the  1893  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago,  Jimmy  Phelan  had 
assisted  Mike  deYoung  (of  the  Chronicle)  in  persuading  many  of 
tne  exhibitors  to  move  their  programs  and  productions  to  San 
Francisco  for  the  wonderful  Mid-winter  Fair  of  1894  which  was 
staged  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  He  had  the  honor  of  giving  the 
opening  address  at  Big  Rec  on  January  27,  1894.  Through  his 
lifetime  he  was  one  of  the  most  sought-after  speakers  in  the 
West. 

In  one  of  his  early  philanthropies,  Phelan  subsidized  the 
advanced  education,  in  Pans,  of  the  great  San  Francisco 
sculptor,  Douglas  Tilden.  Although  he  could  neither  hear  nor 
speak,  Tilden  was  responsible  for  many  of  the  fine  monuments, 
statues  and  busts  on  display  throughout  the  City.  His 
benefactor  also  paid  him  $25,000  to  fashion  the  Native  Sons 
Monument  which  can  be  seen  at  Montgomery,  Post  and  Market 
Streets.  Phelan,  himself,  was  an  active  member  of  the  Native 
Sons  of  the  Golden  West,  Pacific  Parlor  #10  and  other 
important  clubs. 

Phelan  used  graciousness,  cordiality  and  finesse  when 
representing  the  City  to  visitors,  but  was  sometimes  seen  as  a 
dashing  bon-vivant.  He  owned  one  of  the  first  automobiles  in 
San  Francisco,  and  when  he  built  his  beautiful  Villa  Montalvo 
in  Saratoga  about  1912,  he  became  a leading  host  of  splendid 
week-end  parties  which  were  popular  on  the  peninsula  in  those 
years . 

When  I was  told  that  he  had  donated  a million  dollars  out 
of  his  own  pocket  towards  the  immediate  relief  of  victims, 
lake  ourselves,  of  the  Eartnquake  and  Fire  of  1906,  it  made  me 
realize  what  a truly  unselfish  man  Jimmy  Phelan  really  was. 
He  continued  through  the  years  to  display  this  trait;  first, 
in  his  assistance  in  the  production  of  the  Portola  Festival  of 
1909,  and  then  giving  of  his  expertise  at  the  Panama  Pacific 

International  Exposition  of  1915  and,  finally,  his  presence  in 
the  planning  and  staging  of  the  beautiful  Diamond  Jubilee  in 
1925  to  celebrate  the  75th  birthday  of  California. 

Although  he  squired  many  different  women  in  his  lifetime, 
he  never  seemed  to  find  the  right  one  and  died  a bachelor  in 
1930.  He  was  "Laid  in  State"  in  the  rotunda  of  the  City  Hall 
and  is  interred  in  the  family  mausoleum  at  Holy  Cross. 
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Eviction  Day:  The  Sheriffs’  Role 


FIRST  IN  A 
SERIES 

Wednesday  again.  The  day  of 
the  week  that  turns  the  terseness 
of  a court  order  into  stark  real- 
ity. Wednesday  is  EVICTION  DAY 
in  San  Francisco.  Fifty  Wednes- 
days a year,  the  Sheriff’s  Office 
is  mandated  to  visit  approximate- 
ly 70  separate  homes  to  enforce  a 
writ  of  possession  against  a 
tenant  household.  If  the  people 
are  still  in  possession  when  the 
deputies  arrive,  the  tenants  are 
escorted  from  the  building  and 
the  landlord  is  free  to  change 
the  locks.  If  the  tenant  attempts 
to  reenter  after  the  writ  has 
been  executed,  the  tenant  may  be 
subject  to  arrest  for  trespass. 

Thi-s  is  a simplified  account 
of  the  role  that  the  Sheriff's 
Office  plays  in  the  Eviction 
Process.  The  truly  complex  na- 
ture of  any  given  tenant-landlord 
dispute  which  gets  to  this  point 
is  best  viewed  by  observing  the 
team  of  the  Sheriff’s  Eviction 
Assistance  Project  as  they  deal 
with  "crisis  intervention'  on  a 
Wednesday . 

Sgt.  Frank  Hutchins  is  a vete- 
ran officer  with  the  Department 
who  has  been  in  charge  of  this 
unique  project  since  its  forma- 
tion in  1980.  Initially  funded  by 
VISTA,  and  since  1964  funded  by 
the  regular  City  budget  in  con- 
junction with  the  Salvation  Army, 
the  Project  has  provided  aid  to 
over  6000  clients.  A look  at 
their  compiled  statistics  offer  a 
striking  picture  of  a displaced 
population  with  so  few  available 
options  that  they  have  nowhere 
else  to  be  when  the  fateful  meet- 
ing with  the  deputies  comes.  57% 
are  female;  22%  are  children 
under  the  age  of  14;  24%  are  60 
years  or  older;  26%  are  either 
physially  or  emotionally  disabled 
and  just  over  half  are 
black.  According  to  Sgt.  Hut- 
chins, the  most  typical  evictee 
is  a black  single  mother  on  wel- 
fare. 66%  of  the  Project’s 
clients  receive  some  form  of 
public  assistance.  In  a nut- 
shell, the  poor  have  an  ever 
decreasing  chance  of  finding  re- 
placement housing  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. Larry  Roth,  one  of  the 
five  community  workers  involved 
in  the  Project,  noted  that  these 
statistics  reflect  the  inherent 
racism  that  exists  in  the  gentri- 
fication  process. 

The  Project  has  developed  a 
strong  working  relationship  with 
a myriad  of  social  service 
agencies  which  deal  with  the 
needs  of  the  poor  and  frail. 


Landlords  and  tenants  are  refer- 
red to  the  Project,  usually 
during  an  unlawful  detainer 
action  in  court.  The  community 
workers,  located  in  four  centers 
around  town  (see  list  below), 
attempt  to  discover  what  as- 
sistance the  client  needs.  Since 
the  Project  is  unable  to  provide 
direct  service,  they  will  make 
appropriate  referrals.  The  most 
pressing  need,  of  course,  is  to 
find  replacement  housing  for  the 
soon-to-be -evicted  tenant(s). 


Occasionally,  tenants  are 
placed  in  subsidized  housing,  but 
the  severe  shortage  prevents  more 
than  a handful  from  resettling 
into  permanent  shelter.  More 
often  than  not,  the  best  that  can 
be  done  is  to  arrange  temporary 
shelter  through  the  DSS  homeless 
program.  Other  needs,  such  as 
helping  pack  a lifetime  of 
belongings  or  carting  them  to  a 
storage  facility,  may  be  arranged 
by  the  Project. 


Sgt.  Hutchins  is  a gentle, 
smooth-talking  man  of  imposing 
stature.  "A  master  at  negotia- 
tion" lauds  Larry  Roth,  who  works 
with  him  in  defusing  potentially 
violent  situations  where  tenants 
about  to  lose  their  homes  are 
near  the  breaking  point.  Hut- 
chins combines  his  personal 
strengths  with  the  power  of  his 
authority  as  a sheriff  to  ease 
the  tension  inherent  in  an  evic- 
tion . 


un  the  morning  that  I went  out 
with  the  crew,  I witnessed  two 
examples  of  this  conciliatory 
ability.  In  one  case,  a retired 
carpenter  was  being  evicted  after 
losing  a lawsuit  for  nuisance  by 
default.  He  and  his  dog  had  no 
replacement  housing  arranged, 
none  of  his  possessions  were 
ready  to  go,  his  truck  was  in  a 
crosstown  garage  and  the  manager 
was.  anxious  to  change  the  lock. 

Continued  on  Page  ’’’wo 
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Eviction  Day  (Cont.) 


Hutchins  and  Roth  talked  with  the 
man  tor  a while  about  his  needs. 
He  wanted  to  come  back  later  that 
day  to  move  his  belongings  when 
his  truck  was  out  of  the  shop. 
All  he  wanted  was  a lift  to  his 
truck.  He  got  it . 

The  second  crisis  was  a more 
dramatic  exampJ  e of  how  tense  the 
physical  removal  of  a tenant  can 
be.  Interestingly,  this  dispute 
was  between  a master  tenant  and 
the  subtenants  which  he  wanted  to 
get  rid  of.  Apparently,  the 
subtenants  feared  self-help  by 
their  landlord  and  changed  the 
locks  on  the  master  tenant. 
Claims  of  right  to  possession  had 
been  filed  earlier  assuring  a 
delay  in  the  eviction  by  the 
Sheriff.  At  one  point,  six 
members  of  the  Sheriff's  office 
were  on  the  scene,  trying  to  sort 
through  the  mess  in  order  to 
defuse  a potential  explosion. 


nothing  more  than  a "do-gooder" 
counterpart  designed  to  soften 
the  blow  as  thousands  lose  their 
homes.  It  can  also  be  charged 
that  Sheriff  Hennessey  continues 
to  be  the  darling  of  liberals  be- 
cause these  necessary  evictions 
are  clean. 

To  be  fair,  the  displacement 
epidemic  by  which  San  Francisco 
is  plagued  is  caused  by  a 
plethora  of  factors,  none  of 
which  are  within  the  control  of 
the  Sheriff’s  Office.  Throughout 
this  year,  the  Tenant  Times  will 
examine  the  root  causes  of 
eviction.  We  will  look  at  the 
.■judicial  system,  and  talk  with 
lawyers  and  others  who  make  a 
living  from  prosecuting  and  de-"' 
fending  tenants.  In  addition,  we 
will  offer  concrete  ways  to  beat 
the  devil  if  he  comes  knocking  on 
your  door.  As  always,  if  faced 
with  loss  of  your  home,  contact 
our  office.  FAYE 


Calendar 


Eviction  is  an  ugly  animal 
The  evidence  of  its  effect  on  the 
poor,  in  particular,  can  be  seen 
every  day.  The  bodies  huddled  in 
doorways  or  lying  prone  on  pub- 
lic benches  give  testimony  to  its 
impact.  The  thi’eat  of  eviction 
has  also  hit  the  middle  class 
renter,  albeit  in  a less  calami- 
tous way.  Instead  of  homeless- 
ness, tenants  kicked  out  of  their 
homes  find  themselves  paying  in 
excess  of  5U%  of  their  income  for 
rent. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the 
Sheriff’s  Office,  in  its  role  as 
Enforcer  is  the  villain  in  this 
melodramatic  piece.  Some  cynics 
might  allege  that  Sgt.  Hutchins’ 
Eviction  Assistance  Project  is 


EVICTION  ASSISTANCE  NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD SITES 

Western  Addition  / Haight  / Inner 
Richmond  / Marina 
1390  1/2  Turk  St.  929-0331  or 

558-3564 

Centro  Latino  / Mission-Bernal 
Heights 

180  Fair  Oaks  St.  826-1646 

Chinatown  / North  Beach 

170  Fell  St . . Room  4 558*3564 

South  of  Market  / Potrero  Hill 
The  Salvation  Army,  360  4th  St. 
777-2677 


SITU  Business  Committee 
Meeting : 

Tuesday,  Feb.  10th.  ]987 

5:30pm,  558  Capp  St.  (near  21st  & 
Mission  ) . 

SFTU  Legislative  Committee 
Meeting: 

Wednesday,  Feb.  11th,  1987 
7:30pm,  558  Capp  St. 

International  Hotel  Anniver- 
sary Committee  Meeting: 

Wednesday,  Feb.  18th,  1987 
7pm.  558  Capp  St. 

SFTU  Newsletter  Committee 
Meeting  (Tenant  Times  deadline): 

Friday,  Feb.  27th,  1987, 

10am.  558  Capp  St. 


I -Hotel  Remembered 


These  days,  the  approach  of 
the  Sheriff’s  Department  to  the 
ugly  business  of  eviction  is,  as 
you’ll  find  in  this  issue’s 
report  on  their  role  and  methods, 
one  of  conciliation  and  reason- 
ableness. This  is  fortunate 
given  the  volatile  nature  of  the 
task  which  they  are  asked  to  per- 
form. But  ten  years  ago  this 
August,  the  iron  fist  behind  that 
velvet  glove  showed  its  bare 
knuckles  to  the  tenants  of  the 
International  Hotel. 

At  3 a.m.  on  the  morning  of 
August  4th,  1977,  hundreds  of 
tenants  and  their  supporters  were 
forcibly  removed  from  the  hotel 
by  squads  of  riot-equipped  sher- 
iffs and  mounted  police.  When 
resistance  to  the  eviction  proved 
to  be  too  strong  at  the  front 
doors,  the  Fire  Department  was 
called  in  to  allow  the  Sheriffs 
to  climb  their  ladders  and  enter 
the  hotel  through  upper-story 
windows . 

Then-Sheriff  Richard  Hongis- 
to  led  the  charge  on  the  hotel, 
and  though  he  complained  about 
the  distastefulness  of  what  he 
had  to  do,  he  and  his  department 
efficiently  did  their  duty  by 


ousting  the  elderly  Phillipino 
residents  of  the  I-Hotel  from 
one  of  the  last  bastions  of  San 
Francisco’s  long-gone  Manilatown 


Normally  there's  no  need  for 
the  sheriffs  to  show  their  muscle 
because  most  people  would  never 
dare  to  actively  resist  their 
eviction.  Only  when  faced  by  the 
organized  resistance  of  deter- 
mined groups  of  people,  as  was 
the  case  at  the  I-Hotel,  is  the 
police  apparatus  forced  to  show 
its  true  colors.  The  implied 
threat  of  force  is  almost  always 
as  effective  as  the  actual  use  of 
it,  and  the  sheriffs  bank  on  this 
when  making  evictions. 


In  commemoration  of  this 
tragic  yet  heroic  moment  in  the 
San  Francisco  tenants  movement, 
the  SFTU  will  be  organizing  an 
event  to  mark  the  tenth  anniver- 
sary of  the  eviction  on  August 
4th,  1987.  We  hope  to  work  with 
as  many  groups  as  possible  in  or- 
ganizing this  event,  and  to  use 
the  opportunity  to  put  a REAL 
tenants  agenda  before  the  citi- 
zens of  San  Francisco. 


This  project  needs  your  in- 
volvement. The  creative  possi- 
bilities suggested  by  this  anni- 
versary are  many.  Ideas  include: 
a cultural  happening  at  the  site 
of  the  I-Hotel  (a  still-empty 
pit  • at  the  corner  of  Jackson  and 
Kearny);  a tenants  film  festival 
(featuring  the  documentary  "The 
Fall  of  the  I-Hotel");  and  a re- 
enactment of  the  eviction  itself. 


The  first  planning  meeting 
of  the  I-Hotel  Anniversary  Com- 
mittee will  take  place  here  at 
558  Capp  Street,  on  Wednesday, 
February  18th,  at  7p.m.  Please 
bring  your  body  and  your  ideas. 

As  long  as  we  can  be  legally 
and  forcibly  removed  from  our  own 
homes  by  men  with  guns;  as  long 
as  profit  and  the  sanctity  of 
private  property  is  held  to  be 
more  important  than  people’s 
right  to  housing;  then  the  strug- 
gle of  the  International  Hotel 
will  not  be  forgotten.  Join  us! 

GRANT 


Fire  and  Rain 


When  the  rains  come  one  of 
the  first  sounds  we  hear,  after 
the  patter  of  little  drops,  is 
the  screeching  of  fire  engines. 
Residential  fires  are  most  com- 
mon in  the  winter.  In  San  Fran- 
cisco they  are  primarily  due  to 
ancient  gas  heaters  lacking  up- 
to-date  safety  devices,  and 
electrical  space  heaters  which 
many  people  own  due  to  the  lack 
of  central  heating  and  the  in- 
sufficient number  of  gas  heaters 
in  many  of  San  Francisco’ s older 
buildings.  Kerosene  heaters  are 
not  legal  for  use  in  SF. 

According  to  the  SFFD,  one 
out  of  every  three  people  will 
be  affected  by  fire  during  their 
lives.  There  are  preventative 
measures  we  can  take  to  prevent 
fires  in  our  homes.  But  for  now 
let  us  concentrate  on  our  legal 
rights  as  tenants  if  such  a cat- 
astrophe should  ever  befall  us. 

Suppose  it  is  a cold,  damp 
night.  You  climb  under  the 
covers  to  read  in  bed  before 
going  to  sleep.  It’s  so  cold  in 
your  bedroom  that  you  can  see 
your  breath.  You  set  the  ther- 
mostat on  your  portable  electric 
heater.  You  fall  asleep  read- 
ing, leaving  the  heater  in  the 
ON  position,  with  the  thermostat 
control  turning  the  unit  on  and 
off  to  maintain  the  temperature 
in  the  room.  You  awaken  sudden- 
ly in  the  middle  of  the  night  to 
see  your  bedroom  partially  en- 
gulfed in  flames.  You  jump  out 
of  bed,  close  the  bedroom  door 
behind  you,  call  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  start  getting  as 
many  valuables  as  you  can  out  of 
the  apartment  while  you  still 
have  time. 


Sound  like  a nightmare? 
Well,  it  is!  But  it  happens  to 
people  all  the  time.  After  the 
fire  is  out,  even  before  the 
fire  is  out,  SFFD  inspectors 
will  be  on  the  scene  to  deter-, 
mine  if  the  fire  was  caused  by 
arson  and  if  not,  then  by  what? • 
Suppose  the  fire  investigators 
determine  that  the  fire  was 
caused  by  an  electrical  short  in 
your  heater  and  find  that  the 
heater  had  a design  flaw  which 
caused  the  fire  to  start.  As  if 
you  don’t  already  have  enough 
problems,  your  landlord,  after 
reading  the  "fire  incident  re- 
port", tells  you  that  you  are 
not  welcome  to  reoccupy  your 
apartment  after  the  repair  work 
is  completed.  You  ask  him/her 
why  not,  and  they  say  that  even 
though  it  really  wasn’t  your 
fault,  it  was  your  heaters  fault 
and  they  just  wouldn’t  feel  com- 
fortable having  you  living  in 
their  unit  anymore. 

So  what  do  you  do?  Are  you 
just  plain  out  of  luck?  Not  ex- 
actly. If  your  unit  was  rent 
controlled  you  may  not  be  evict- 
ed except  for  one  of  the  13  just 
causes  allowed  by  the  SF  Rent 
Ordinance.  The  fact  that  your 
landlord  is  no  longer  comfort- 
able with  your  tenancy  is  not  a 
valid  reason.  If  your  apartment 
is  still  habitable  you  should 
remain  there  while  repairs  are 
effected.  If  it  is  not  habit- 
able, you  should  look  for  tem- 
porary housing  elsewhere.  It  is 
important  that  you  retain  the 
key  to  your  old  apartment  (even 
if  the  front  door  is  just  a pile 
of  ashes),  since  this  indicates, 
legally,  that  you  are  still  the 


party  in  posession.  You  should 
also  send  a registered  letter  to 
the  landlord  stating  your  inten- 
tion to  move  back  in  and  reques- 
ting to  be  notified  when  the  re- 
pair work  will  be  completed.  As 
always,  keep  a copy  of  the 
letter  for  your  records  (you  may 
also  want  to  put  a copy  on  file 
with  the  SFTU  if  you’re  a 
member,  or  with  the  Rent  Board). 


If  the  landlord  still  re- 
fuses to  let  you  reoccupy  the 
unit  you  may  do  one  of  two 
things.  You  may  file  a com- 
plaint with  the  RAB  for  illegal 
eviction,  or  you  can  sit  tight 
in  your  new  home,  let  the  land- 
lord rent  your  old  apartment  to 
someone  else,  then  sue  him/her 
in  court  for  damages  for  wrong- 
ful eviction. 

If  however  the  fire  is 
deemed  to  be  your  f ault--smoking 
in  bed,  hanging  your  sweat  socks 
in  front  of  the  heater  to  dry 
them  out,  etc. --the  landlord  may 
seek  to  evict  you  legally.  The 
third  just  cause  reason  for 
eviction  under  the  Rent  Ordi- 
nance reads:  "the  tenant  is  cre- 
ating or  permitting  a nuisance 
in,  or  SUBSTANTIAL  damage  to  the 
unit. . . Causing  a fire  know- 
ingly or  through  negligence 
would  give  the  landlord  legal 
reason  to  prevent  you  from  re- 
occupying the  unit.  In  addition 
the  landlord’s  insurance  company 
may  even  attempt  to  sue  you  to 
recover  their  cost  in  covering 
the  landlord's  claim  against 
them.  Winter  is  here,  so  be 
safe,  don’t  play  with  fire. 

DORTER 


The  Farm...  In  SF?  join  the  sftu 


Eviction  proceedings  against 
the  Farm/Crossroads  Community 
have  at  least  temporarily  ground 
to  a halt,  and  negotiations  are 
under  way  between  the  Farms  cur- 
rent owners  and  the  former  ten- 
ants of  the  Goodman  Building 
about  the  possibility  of  a sale 
which  would  ensure  the  continued 
use  of  the  Farm  as  an  arts  and 
performance  space. 

These  are  just  a few  of  the 
changes  happening  at  the  Farm 
this  winter,  the  Tenant  Times  has 
learned.  Besides  the  forestalled 
eviction  and  possible  sale  of  the 
property  to  the  Goodman  folks, 
the  Farm  continues  to  deal  with 
harassment  from  a variety  of  city 
agencies  and  neighborhood  groups, 
and  is  undergoing  a transition  as 
new  director  Michael  Ohta,  for- 
merly of  the  Pickle  Family  Cir- 
cus, picks  up  the  reins. 

According  to  attorney  Steve 
Schectman,  who  is  helping  the 
Farm  fight  their  eviction,  "No 
news  is  good  news."  No  court 
date  has  been  set  yet,  and  the 
landlords  seem  to  have  lost  their 
momentum,  distracted,  perhaps,  by 
the  Goodman  negotiations. 

Meanwhile,  the  Police  have 
temporarily  suspended  the  Farms 
month  to  month  beer  and  wine 
license,  allegedly  in  retaliation 


against  the  Farms  policy  of  book- 
ing punk  rock  shows.  Evidently, 
police  had  one  of  their  cars 
trashed  while  responding  to  a 
noise  complaint  at  a Farm  punk 
show,  and  this  soured  their 
leniency . 


On  another  front,  the  East 
Mission  Improvement  Association 
is  supporting  a resolution  before 
the  Department  of  Public  Works 
which  would  make  it  illegal  to 
park  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Farm  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
nights.  Those  who  would  like  to 
support  the  Farm  and  fight  this 
proposal  should  go  to  the  hearing 
on  February  6th,  at  10am  in  Room 
282  at  City  Hall. 

When  the  arts  community  that 
had  dwelt  and  worked  in  the  Good- 
man Building  was  finally  evicted 
in  the  early  80 ’ s , its  members 
were  allocated  nearly  a half  mil- 
lion dollars  of  Federal  HUD  money 
to  find  another  site.  Nothing 
has  turned  up  for  them  so  far, 
and  the  Farm  just  might  be  the 
perfect  place  to  relocate.  A 
Farm  spokesperson  assured  us  that 
any  agreements  by  the  parties  in- 
volved would  not  include  the 
eviction  of  one  set  of  artists  to 
make  room  for  another  set  of  ar- 
tists. ^ GRANT 


If  you  wish  to  join  the 
TU,  please  fill  out  the  form 
below  and  mail  it  in  with  a 
check  or  money  order  to  the 
SFTU  at  558  Capp  Street,  S.F., 
CA,  94110.  When  we  receive 
your  application,  we’ll  send 
you  the  members-only  phone  num- 
ber and  our  Handbook. 


NAME : 

ADDRESS : 

PHONE:  (H) 

(W) 

ZIP  CODE: 

LANDLORD’S  NAME: 

# UNITS  IN  BLDG. : 

# BEDROOMS  IN  UNIT: 

CURRENT  RENT: 

$15  LOW  INCOME 

$25  REGULAR 

$35  HOUSEHOLD 

$55  SUSTAINER 

I’d  like  to  volunteer  also: 

TENANT  COUNSELING 

_NEWSLETTER 

LEGISLATIVE  WORK 

ORGANIZING 

" FUNDRAISING 

OFFICE  WORK 

OUTREACH 

DIRECT  ACTION 


Tale  of  the  Mole 


Fall  1986  was  perhaps  a bit 
strange.  Early  rains  were  fol- 
lowed by  long  weeks  of  unseason- 
ably dry,  extra  warm  days.  Al- 
so a bit  strange  was  a letter 
that  many  San  Franciscans  found 
in  their  mailboxes.  In  spite 
of  its  timing,  the  letter 
looked,  smelled  and  tasted  like 
a typical  sleazy  election  piece. 

Here  was  the  puzzling  spec- 
tacle of  John  L.  "Don ' t-Vote-Un- 
ti 1- You -See -The -Co lor -of -Their - 
Money"  Molinari,  departing  Pres- 
ident of  the  SF  Board  of  Super- 
visors, writing:  "Dear  Friend:  I 

am  asking  you  to  support  my  ef- 
forts to  tighten  San  Francisco's 
eviction  protections." 

Could  this  be  the  same  Mol- 
inari who  turned  against  the 
mild  Britt  vacancy  control  bill 
of  a few  years  back--thus  sink- 
ing it?  The  same  Molinari  run- 
ning hard  for  Mayor?  The  same 


Molinari  who  refused  to  talk  to 
any  tenant  representatives  about 
this  alleged  pro-tenant  bill? 
The  same  Molinari  who  did  find 
time  to  confer  with  landlord  in- 
dustry representatives?  The 
same  Molinari  who  will  send  out 
zillions  of  letters  touting  his 
pro-tenant  stance--proved  of 
course  by  his  charming  sponsor- 
ship of  this  grieviously  wimpoid 
amendment? 

Is  it  the  same  Molinari? 
You  bet  it  is!  At  the  bottom  of 
the  offending  letter  is  the  in- 
scription: "Not  printed  or 
mailed  at  public  expense.  Paid 
for  by  the  Friends  of  Molin- 
ari. . . " At  the  Dec.  16th  City 
Hall  hearing  on  the  Mole  Bill, 
longtime  tenant  advocate  Dave 
Brigode  asked:  "Who  are  the 
’Friends  of  Molinari?’  They  are 
some  of  the  largest  realtors, 
developers,  and  landlords  in  the 
City ! " Indeed . 


The  introduction  of  the 
jive  Molinari  eviction  reform 
bill  caps  a rather  dismal  year 
for  renters  hereabouts. 
Oh. . .to  be  sure,  tenant  champion 
Nancy  Walker  was  elected  the  new 
President  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. And  the  growth/planning 
initiative  Prop.  M was  passed 
by  the  voters . But  the  two  new 
appointments  by  the  lame  duck 
Mayor  to  the  Board  of  Supes , Tom 
Hsieh  and  Jim  Gonzales,  were 
both  enemies  of  vacancy  control. 
And  once  again  an  especially 
Golden  Opportunity  was  passed  up 
to  put  Vacancy  Control  on  the 
ballot  in  SF. 


It  is  absolutely  clear  that 
the  current  vacancy  decontrol 
provides  a huge  incentive  to 
evict  and  is  responsible  for  the 
soaring  eviction  rate.  No 
amount  of  tinkering  with  the 
Rent  Law  can  remove  this  lust  to 
find  or  create  loopholes,  except 
the  creation  of  strong  vacancy 
control.  Supervisor  Molinari 
opposes  vacancy  control  and  can 
be  trusted  to  veto  it  if  elected 
Mayor.  HARNEY 


Molinari  Amendment  Provisions 


1.  Eviction  Statistics’-  A 
copy  of  all  thirty-day  eviction 
notices  must  be  filed  with  the 
SF  Rent  Board.  Three-day 
notices,  typically  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent,  do  not  have  to  be 
sent  in.  Would  the  eviction 
notice  be  invalid  if  the  Rent 
Board  didn’t  get  a copy?  Who 
knows? 

The  Rent  Board  is  now  to  be 
required  to  publish  monthly  sta- 
tistics on  the  reasons  cited  in 
the  eviction  notices.'  It  is  not 
known  if  the  Rent  Board  will  get 
sufficient  new  funding  to  do 
these  paper-collection  chores  or 
if  funds  will  have  to  be  diver- 
ted from  existing  vital  renter- 
serving Rent  Board  functions. 
But  perhaps  a way  can  be  found 
to  make  bricks  out  of  all  the 
paper  this  bill  will  generate 
and  use  it  to  build  some  shel- 
ters for  the  homeless. 

In  a way  the  Tenants  Union 
may  be  partly  responsible  for 
sparking  this  numerical  extra- 
vaganza. In  Feb.  1986'  the 
"Eviction  Watch  Project"  of  the 
Tenants  Union  published  a report 
that  showed  that  over  7 , 000 
court  evictidn  cases  were  filed 
in  1985,  a record  high.  Many 
more  evictions  were  hidden,  we 
said,  never  reaching  the  courts. 


Well,  in  reaction  the  landlord 
lobby  sputtered,  quibbled,  and 
smirked.  But  couldn’t  come  up 
with  their  own  lame  report  until 
Sept. : "They  have  stats,  we  have 
stats.  So  there."  But  then,  so 
what? 


2.  Referral  to  the  DA: 
The  Rent  Board  must  send  over  to 
the  Office  of  the  District  At- 
torney a monthly  random  sample 
of  10%  of  the  thirty-day  notices 
for  eviction  due  to  owner  or 
relative  move-in,  for  "investi- 
gation". The  DA  has  to  deter- 
mine whether  these  units  are 
still  occupied  by  the  owner  or 
relative  after  some  period  of 
time.  What  period?  Two  months 
after  eviction,  or  over  a period 
of  a year?  The  amendment  does- 
n't say. 

If  the  DA  then  determines 
that  the  "just  cause"  provisions 
of  the  Rent  Law  have  been  vio- 
lated, the  DA,  as  always,  can 
take  whatever  legal  action 
deemed  appropriate,  including 
none.  Indeed,  no  action  is  typ- 
ical for  the  DA  on  eviction 
cases  in  almost  every  instance 
in  the  past,  as  such  cases 
always  could  be  and  have  been 
referred.  Again:  where  is  the 
money  for  this  coming  from? 


3.  Procedures  for  evic- 
tions for  rehabilitation:  Thir- 
ty day  eviction  notices  for 
necessary  rehab  work  must  also 
notify  the  renter  that  the  rehab 
blueprints  may  be  viewed  at  Pub- 
lic Works--of  course,  as  public 
records  they  always  could  be. 
Would  the  eviction  notice  be  in- 
valid if  the  tenant  was  not  so 
informed?  Another  unanswered 
question . 


Renters  could  be  evicted 
for  three  months  or  less  for  re- 
hab evictions.  But  this  time 
can  be  extended  by  your  friendly 
local  Rent  Board.  Three  months 
is  a long  time  for  many  projects 
and  always  a long  time  for  dis- 
located tenants;  it  looks  like 
this  may  become  a floor  rather 
than  a ceiling. 

The  tenant  will  be  able  to 
get  up  to  $1,000  for  actual  ex- 
penses in  these  rehab  evictions 
only.  This  is  a paltry  sum  if 
you  consider  the  costs  involved 
in  moving  out  of  your  home  for 
three  or  more  months  and  then 
moving  back. 

A public  hearing  on  the 
Molinari  eviction  amendments  be- 
fore the  SF  Rent  Board: 

Tuesday,  Feb.  10th,  1987  8pm 
State  Building,  Room  1158,  350  Me 
Allister  St.  (Between  Polk  & Lar- 
kin) . 


Harassed  CREDITS  Federal  Pet  Law 


Single  Parent? 

The  Tenants  Union  recently 
received  funding  to  develop  a 
project  with  single  mothers  who 
are  having  difficulties  with 
landlords.  Specifically,  if  you 
believe  you  have  been  discrimi- 
nated against  or  are  experiencing 
harassment  and  you  feel  it  is  re- 
lated to  the  fact  that  you  are  a 
single  parent,  we  would  like  to 
talk  to  you.  Please  call  Linda 
at  the  Tenants  Union  at  282-5525. 


The  contributors  to  this  ed- 
tion  of  the  Tenant  Times  were  Jim 
Faye,  Michael  Harney,  Ira  Dorter, 
Linda  Frazho,  and  Jess  Grant. 
Photo  credit  goes  to  Martin  Kli- 
mek.  Letters,  articles,  and 
graphics  are  welcome  from  member 
and  non-member  alike.  Articles 
and  letters  should  be  typed 
(double-spaced)  and  addressed  to 
the  SFTU  c/o  the  Editor. 

This  edition  of  the  Tenant 
Times  was  edited  and  produced  by 
Jess  Grant. 


Would  you  like  to  have  an 
animal  companion  but  the  landlord 
says  "no  pets"?  If  you  live  in 
federal  or  state  subsidized  hous- 
ing and  you’re  60  years  of  age  or 
better,  you’re  entitled  to  own  a 
pet.  According  to  the  law,  a 
landlord  can’t  prohibit  you  from 
acquiring  a pet,  pressure  you  to 
give  up  a pet,  or  refuse  to  rent 
to  you  if  you  already  own  a pet. 
If  you  live  in  San  Francisco  and 
you  think  your  rights  have  been 
violated,  call  the  SF  SPCA,  at 
554-3000. 


HAIR  WORKS/  ARTWORKS 

One  of  the  good  things  about  the  Mission  is  the  ability 
of  the  people  here  to  come  up  with  innovative  solutions  to  the 
humdrum  problems  of  survival.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
difficulty  an  expanding  population  of  artists  have  finding 
exhibition  space  for  their  works.  Lino  Beles  and  Lann 
Ballard,  who  have  many  artist  friends,  have  responded  to  this 
problem  by  creating  a gallery  space  at  their  business, 
Hairworks,  located  at  3110  16th  Street. 

Beles  and  Ballard  describe  Hairworks,  which  opened  in 
1983,  as  a progressive,  non-punk  hair  salon,  the  majority  of 
whose  customers  are  in  the  creative  field.  Beles,  pictured 
above  with  a work  by  Potrero  Hill  artist  Mike  Perez,  was  born 
in  the  Philippines,  but  grew  up  in  the  Mission  and  worked  in  a 
bank  as  a financial  officer  before  becoming  a hair  stylist. 
Ballard  has  a background  in  interior  decorating  and  moved  to 
San  Francisco  from  Iowa  in  1970. 

Both  partners  expressed  an  interest  in  hearing  from  more 
artists  who  would  like  to  make  use  of  the  Hairworks  Gallery, 
but  cautioned  that  they  are  already  booked  up  for  three 
months.  Space  for  window  display  artists  is  also  available. 
Individual  shows  run  for  30  days  but,  if  response  is 
enthusiastic  to  a particular  artists,  he  or  she  has  an 
extended  one  month  run. 

Beles  said  that  one  of  the  most  positive  aspects  of 
running  a business  in  the  Mission  was  being  in  a truly 
cosmopolitan  area  with  such  a wide  diversity  of  people  and,  he 
added,  relatively  low  rents.  After  six  months,  the  Hairworks 
Gallery  is  going  strong  and  should  serve  as  an  inspiration  to 
other  local  businesses. 


(L  to  R)  SARA  LEWINSTEIN,  LINDA  HLADEK  and  RIKI  STREICHER  were 
among  the  many  to  celebrate  the  9th  Anniversary  of  the  Artemis 
Cafe.  This  year's  10th  Anniversary  will  be  held  on  February 
14th  (see  invitation  below). 


THE  10TH  YEAR  ANNIVERSARY 
of  the 


v ARTEMIS  CAFE  v 

Valentine's  Day 

February  14,  1987  • 7 pm  - 1 am 
DANCING  - NO  HOST  BAR 

821-0232 

1199  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco  94110 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

auto  Repair  center 

FOREIGN  At*)  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAF<S 

• NOW  OPEN  7 DAYS! 

• Dependable  Work- 
Honeet  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

• A Community -Oriented 
People's  Garage 

• Men  A Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  Smog  Station 


415/285-8588 


Q 


611  Florida  St. 
(Near  18th  St.) 
San  Francisco  94110 


INDUSTRIAL  UNIONISM 


P^OUT/ojy 

of  THC 


ft  tmm.'  - 


WAGE*  JLAVEPY 


vdBjIL- 


INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS  OF  THE  WORLD 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  General  Membership  Branch 

P.O.  BOX  40483  - SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94140 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


FILM  DEVELOPING 


PHOTO  SUPPLIES 


CAMERA  REPAIRS 


1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd)  • San  Francisco.  CA  941 10 
Telephone  (4 1 5)  64 1 -8396 
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An  Ancient  Aerobic  Exercise 
Classes  Forming  Now 
Early  morning  • Noon  • Evening 


Union  Square  Area 


885-1113 
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(415)  626  2569 

P O Box  i 1599  San  Francisco.  CA  94101  USA 


We  ll  Wash  & Fold  IT 

45" C / $4.50  minimum 
MISSION  ST.  COIN  LAUNDRY 
2267  Mission 
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Open  8am-8pm 
Sat.  open  9:30 

Dry  Cleaning 
$2  off 
with  $10 
order 

WASH  for  75* 

Mori — Thurs  until  3 
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TEATRO  DE  LA  ESPERANZA  TAKES  A GAMBLE  ON  NEW  RESIDENCE 


Today  "la  causa"  is  a very  immediate  one  for  Teatro  de  la 
Esperanza.  Their  theatre  in  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  is  not  ready 
and  it  looks  like  it  will  never  be  the  kind  of  house  that  this  company 
deserves.  What  they've  got  is  "an  empty  shell"  The  group,  fueled  by 
faith  and  the  determination  of  a new  kid  in  town, is  scrambling  for 
emergency  funds  and  building  an  audience  to  fill  up  this  shell. 
All  eyes  are  on  you, Esperanza . Not  only  do  they  have  to  please  an 
audience  with  a pretty  good  understanding  and  exposure  to  political 
art  of  some  quality,  they  have  to  legitimize  themselves  as  deserving, 
over  other  long-time  Mission  artists,  of  that  space  in  the  community 
cultural  center.  Their  premier  work  promises  to  be  "lush  and 
fantastic", der iving  itself  from  the  profound  Chicano/Mex icano  views  on 
life,  luck,  destiny  and  choice.  It  is  called  "Loteria  de  Pasiones” 
and  is  in  Spanish  and  English.  The  cards  are  dealt  in  the  Mexican 
bingo  game  revealing  to  an  old  woman,  Doha  Lupita,the  elements  and  the 
aspects  of  herself  reflected  in  the  images  of  the  cards.  Like 
Bergman's  "Seventh  Seal"  she  tries  to  outsmart  death,  also  a constant 
figure  in  teatro  Chicano. 


El  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza  opens  "Loteria  de  Pasiones,*'  its  first 
production  in  residence  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2068  Mission 
Street,  on  Friday,  February  20,  1987  and  runs  Thursday  through 
Saturday  at  8 p.m.  and  Sundays  at  7 p.m.  through  March  22.  Tickets 
are  $7  Thur.  and  Sun.  $8  Fri,  Sat. 


tsperanza's  hope  is  noteworthy.  They  are  acclaimed  as  one  of 
Aztlan’s  major  forces  in  popular  theatre,  setting  a high  standard  for 
Chicano  theatre.  Like  any  theatre  of  substantial  importance  their 
work  incorporates  " real  life"  politics  that  form  the  fabric  of  their 
peoples  existence.  Theatre  is  valuable  and  necessary  sometimes. 
Especially  when  it  rises  out  of  a social  movement  and  educates. 
Esperanza's  work  continues  to  incorporate  themes  of  racism  and 
discrimination.  the  large  problems  of  forced  deportations, 

scapegoating,  drug  abuse;  speaking  to  youth,  farm  and  factory  workers, 
Raza  women  and  youth.  "We  don't  want  our  audience  lulled  into 
complacency,"  says  one  teatro  member. 

During  Esperanza’s  history  they  have  combined  cultural  work 
with  action  within  the  Chicano  movement,  involving  themselves  in 
broad-based  projects  in  the  community.  They  lived  in  rural  Guadalupe, 
California  and  did  an  important  investigation  on  discrimination  in  the 
schools  of  that  predominantly  working  class  hispanic  town.  In  the 
early  seventies  they  were  a force  in  "La  Casa  de  la  Raza"  in  San 
Diego.  This  was  more  than  a cultural  center  but  a resource  center 
with  health,  education  and  legal  facilities  for  the  Latino  population 
of  that  area. 

Finally,  it  can_not  be  overlooked,  the  contribution  the  teatro 
movement  has  made  to  the  language  oT  the  theatre.  Most  theatre 
in  the  white  man’s  universities,  even  the 
probably  do  not  recognize  this.  Teatro  Chicano  is 
with  a small  "a",  irreverent  and  holy,  ancient 
flexible  sooped  up  and  stark  naked.  It  recognizes 
represents  gente  by  their  class  as  well  as  their 
causa",  which  will  not  die  until  justice  is  alive 


history  classes 
"progressive"  ones, 
ethnic  americano, 
indfgena.  rowdy  and 
no  boundaries  and 
relationship  to  "la 
in  las  americas. 


Teatro  de  la  Esperanza.  the  Chicano  Theatre  of  Hope,  has 
valiantly  relocated  from  its  previous  base  in  San  Diego,  to  become  a 
resident  company  housed  in  the  Mission  Cultural  Center.  We  fans  of 
teatro  are  impatiently  anticipating  Esperanza's  opening.  But  their 
move  and  their  decision  to  "cambiar"  from  a touring  company  to  a full 
scale  resident  theatre  in  S.F.,  in  an  difficult  era  for  even  the  most 
established  "mainstream"  companies,  is  making  heavy  the  lives  of  the 
teatro  members.  There  is  no  time  for  a siesta.  Add  to  this  the 
disappointments  and  obstacles  created  around  the  delay  over  the 
cultural  center,  plus  a scene  between  "la  migra"  and  guest  Mexican 
director  Enrique  Ballestfe  and  real  life  looks  like  a quick  paced 
comedy  of  errors  with  the  outcome  still  a mystery. 


CELEBRATE  BLACK  HISTORY  AND  CULTURE 


This  month  we  honor  the  history  and  contributions  of  black  people 
worldwide.  Here  in  the  Bay  Area  we  are  fortunate  to  have  a relatively 
high  development  of  black  culture  and  some  degree  of  inter-racial 
exchange.  We  can  join  in  the  celebration  by  treating  ourselves  to  one 
of  the  many  Black  groups  performing  this  month. 

Gil  Scott-Heron  returns  for  an  afternoon  of  music  and  poetry  in 
honor  of  African  history,  Wednesday,  February  11,  3 p.m.  at  San 
Francisco  State.  Call  469-2444  for  Information. . Burning  Spear  plays 
Wolfgang^,  901  Colurtfcus,  Wednesday.  February  11  followed  by  the 
incredible  Olatunji  and  his  Drums  of  Passion  on  February  12  ; 474-2995 
for  information.  These  Nigerian  masters  will  be  in  Mill  Valley  at 
Everybody's  Center  Sunday,  February  8 with  Fua  Dia  Congo  and  will 
conduct  classes  in  percussion,  music  and  dance  there  for  the  week  of 
2/8-2/12.  Call  927-1567  for  information. . .Saturday  the  12th  is  Bob 
Marley  Day  at  the  Farm  and  they're  having  another  far  out  Reggae  jam 
with  locals  The  Uptones.  Raskidus,  Sister  Zion  and  authentic  Rasta 
crafts  and  food,  all  ages  welcome. . .Earl ier  that  same  day  Zeke  Nealy 
and  friends  perform  BatS  drumming  from  the  Afro-Cuban  style  at  Western 
Addition  Cultural  Center  at  2:00.  This  will  be  followed  by  an  open 
mike  for  neighborhood  musicians  and  performers .. .On  Sunday  February  15 
the  Missions  Rumbafroson;  Cuban  Folklore  group  will  host  an  afternoon 
of  dance  and  music,  rumba,  son  and  drumming  also  at  the  Western 
addition  Cultural  Center  at  2 p.m.  Their  number  is  824-7421. 

Oakland  Ensemble  Theatre  opens  "Williams  and  Walker",  "a  poignant 
musical  about  black  vaudevi Ilian  and  Broadway  star  Bert  Williams  and 
his  dance  partner  George  Walker,  1414  Alice  St.  Oakland,  839- 
5510... The  Mozamgola  Caper  by  the  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  plays 
Theatre  Artaud,  450  Florida  February  10-March  8.  285-1717.  Black 
history  is  alive  and  well  and  we  need  to  support  these  expressions  of 
roots  and  resistance.  Mission  Community  Culture. 
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This  bottle  could 

save  your  life. 

flg 


1.  Flush  with  bleach.  Pour  bleach  into  glass.  Fill  syringe  with  bleach.  Empty  bleach  from  syringe.  Repeat. 


2.  Flush  with  water.  Fill  a glass  with  clean  water.  Fill  syringe  with  water.  Empty  water  from  syringe.  Repeat. 

For  more  facts  about  AIDS  Call 

and  cleaning  needles:  -"7 


-AIDS 


Bleach  kills 
the  AIDS  virus  that 
gets  in  used  needles.  Cleaning 
needles  with  bleach  will  help 


protect  you  from  getting  AIDS, 
and  it  will  not  damage  the 
needle.  Make  sure  you  don’t 
shoot  or  drink  the  bleach. 
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Traffic 


3599  - 24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  California  94110 

LARGEST  SELECTION  OF  POETRY 
ON  THE  WEST  COAST 


Books  for  the  Inquiring  Mind 


CONTEMPORARY  LITERATURE 
POLITICS  & CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 
LIBROS  EN  ESPANOL 


BOOKSTORE 


968  VALENCIA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  941 10 
(415)  282-9246 


HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 

AND 

HOLLIDAY'S  BARBfR  SHOP 

MOVED 

TO  821-9420 

3166  22nd  ST 

across  from  Bayview 
parking  lot 

i 

/MOVING  SALE  10%  Haircuts 
Hair  Supplies  from  $7  to  $18 


AN  ARTIST  FACES 
LIFE  & DEATH 

Curt  McDowell  is  a wonderful,  high-spirited  man.  He's 
the  man  who  was  the  boy  who  came  to  the  S.F.  Art  Institute  in 
1969,  fresh  off  the  boat  from  Indiana,  to  discover  filmmaking 
and  the  freedom  to  be  himself. 

His  films,  most  of  them  erotic,  have  been  lauded  in  print 
and  applauded  on  movie  screens  across  the  U.S.,  the  U.K.  and 
Europe.  They  include  the  classic  "Thundercrack 1 " , "Nudes:  A 
Sketchbook",  "Loads",  "Ronnie",  and  of  course  "Confessions". 

Curt's  artistry  has  also  expressed  itself  in  snapshots 
and  sketches,  words  and  watercolors,  dance  and  dress.  But  the 
medium  he's  been  working  in  most  recently  is  photomontage,  and 
the  Eye  Gallery  on  Valencia  Street  will  be  exhibiting  his  work 
this  month. 

The  technique  Curt  uses  is  to  shoot  dozens  of  overlapping 
frames  of  a scene,  in  all  directions,  and  later  take  liberties 
when  pasting  them  together.  The  results  are  eye-boggling  — 
diorama-like  images  that  suck  you  into  the  center  of  the 
action.  You  can  see  them  at  the  Eye  starting  February  19. 

At  42,  Curt  is  one  of  the  most  well  known  and  well  liked 
auteurs  in  the  City.  He  is  also  familiar  to  patrons  of  the 
Roxie  Cinema  on  16th,  where  many  of  his  films  have  premiered. 

Over  the  years  you  could  find  Curt  anywhere  from  the 
projection  room  to  the  popcorn  counter  at  the  Roxie,  or  on 
either  side  of  the  screen.  Or,  until  recently,  behind  the 
scenes  doing  the  Roxie' s calendar  schedule. 

Curt  is  associated  with  the  Roxie  in  a more  intimate  way, 
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COPIES 

COPY  N STORE  9:00  - 5:00 

1364  Valencia  St.  Monday  - Friday 
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K&H  LIQUORS 


EXPANDING 


Metropolitan  Motors 

Complete  Automotive  Repair 
European,  Japanese  & Domestic  Specialists 
All  Work  Guaranteed 


740  Valencia  Street  (415)  863-2126 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110  Jean-Paul  Barthe 


too.  He  and  Robert  Evans,  a co-founder  of  the  Roxie,  have 
been  friends  and  lovers  and  sometimes-housemates  for  a decade. 

There's  a lot  going  on  in  their  lives  these  days.  Curt, 
who  is  now  very  frail,  is  recovering  from  a dangerously 
stressful  month.  And  Robert,  in  addition  to  managing  the 
Roxie,  has  been  car-ing  for  him  in  their  flat  on  17th  Street. 
And  the  Roxie,  their  metaphorical  child,  is  about  to  celebrate 
its  11th  miraculous  birthday  on  March  3rd  with  an  evening  of 
Curt's  films. 

"Miraculous"  because  the  Roxie' s existence  has  been  touch 
-and-go  ever  since  Robert  Evans  took  over  the  one-time  porn 
theater.  Over  the  years  the  cost  of  being  an  independent 
quality  repertory  film  house  has  become  outrageous.  But  the 
recent  two-month  run  of  "Mother  Theresa"  paid  the  Roxie 's  back 
rent  and  it  looks  like  they'll  make  it  to  the  11th  anniversary 
party  after  all. 

Even  as  sick  as  he  is  now  with  our  contemporary  plague, 
Curt  is  still  more  alive  than  many  people  who  are  supposedly 
healthy.  He  has  always  lived  intensely.  He  has  celebrated 
life  with  humor  and  joy;  he  has  become  wise  (if  not  practical) 
by  consistently  paying  attention  to  detail  and  nuance. 

Curt  and  Robert  live  next  to  a fragrant  taqueria,  down 
the  block  from  Thrift  Town,  in  a tilting,  jam-packed  flat  over 
a busy  garage.  Cans  of  film  are  everywhere  — including  all 
the  raw  footage  Curt  has  shot  in  the  past  ten  years  and  not 
had  a chance  to  edit. 

Friends  for  several  years,  Curt  and  I have  spent  a lot  of 
time  in  this  flat  lately,  talking  about  his  life  and  death  and 
art.  Here  is  some  of  what  he  has  to  say  about  how  things  have 
changed  since  he  was  diagnosed  last  May: 

"It's  so  ironic  that  for  years  I had  plenty  of  energy  and 
drive  but  no  money  or  time,  and  now  I've  got  all  this  help  and 
all  the  time  I need  to  put  the  films  together  — but  I have  no 
energy." 

The  virus  may  have  sapped  Curt's  physical  strength  but 
not  the  strength  of  his  poetic  perspective. 

"Editing  a film  is  like  when  you  start  a painting  — it 
flows  because  you  have  to  build  it  with  paint.  You  have  to 
keep  going  until  it's  done.  But  if  you  go  halfway  and  let  the 
whole  thing  dry  and  then  go  back  and  try  to  find  that  same 
vision,  even  that  same  thought  ~ it's  impossible.  You  can 
just  paint  over  it." 

For  a man  who  has  admittedly  been  driven  by  sex  and  art 
all  his  life,  this  is  a time  of  changing  priorities. 

"My  life  used  to  center  around  me,  period.  I've  done 
everything  to  give  myself  pleasure  that  anyone  would  think  of. 
Now  what  I live  for  is  a person  and  an  institution  Robert 
and  the  Roxie.  Mylife  centers  around  them." 

Curt's  also  getting  the  pleasure  of  being  an  uncle  now. 
"My  sister  had  her  kids  after  our  dad  died,  so  I'm  trying  to 
give  them  what  I think  he  might  have  given  them.  And  in  a 
sense  that's  why  I don't  mind  having  this  full  gray  beard 
growing  out  of  my  face.  I get  to  be  the  old  man...  I never 
fit  as  boyish  as  people  said  I looked  and  acted." 

Curt  may  look  very  different,  but  his  sense  of  humor 
hasn't  changed.  He  expects  to  die,  and  he's  witnessing  the 
process  with  his  typical  wry  vision. 

one  night  recently  he  was  talking  about  possibly 
publishing  some  x-rated  excerpts  from  his  journal  as  a 
collection  of  erotic  short  stories.  "I  guess  I'll  have  to 
change  the  names,"  he  said.  Then  he  thought  for  a moment. 
"Although  maybe  not."  He  began  to  laugh  hardily.  "What  are 
they  gonna  do  if  I don't  — kill  me? 

Curt's  spirit  is  alive  and  well  and  lighting  up  the 
Mission . 


CAFE  LA  BOHEME 

on  24th  St  at  Mission 
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Open  7 days  until  midnight 

tel:  285-4122 


espresso  drinks 
desserts 
soup  salad 
sandwiches 
beer  wine 


Every  year  I live  I am 
more  convinced  that  the 
waste  of  life  lies  in  the 
life  we  have  not  given,  the 
powers  we  have  not  used, 
the  selfish  prudence  that 
will  risk  nothing,  and  which 
shirking  pain,  misses 
happiness  as  well. 

No  one  ever  yet  was  the 
poorer  in  the  long  run  for 
having  once  In  a lifetime  “le 
out  all  the  length  of  all 
the  reins." 


The  Eye  Gallery's  exhibit  of  Curt  McDowell's  photomontages 
will  be  open  on  Thursdays  through  Sundays,  1 PM  to  5 PM,  from 
February  19  to  March  29.  The  opening  reception  is  Friday, 
February  20  from  7 PM  until  10  PM.  The  Eye  Gallery  is  at  758 
Valencia,  between  18th  and  19th  Streets.  431-6911. 


The  Roxie  Cinema's  11th  anniversary  celebration  will  be  on 
Tuesday,  March  3.  The  program  will  feature  "Thundercrack 1 " 
and  a selection  of  Curt's  short  films.  The  Roxie  is  at  3117 
16th  Street  between  Valencia  and  Guerro.  863-1087. 
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The  North  Mission  News  is  the  voice  of  the 
North  Mission  Association,  a nonprofit  organization 
committed  to  championing  neighborhood  issues.  Your 
subscription  v/ill  keep  you  informed  and  provide  the. 
financial  support  needed  to  assure  that  these  issues 
^continy&^tp  be  addressed.. 


- by  Nick  Hornsfelt 

Last  week  I called  "El  Gran  Jefe  Cabeza  Amarilla"  of  the 
North  Mission  News  to  discuss  the  celebration  connected  with 
my  first  anniversary  column.  Foolish  me,  I wanted  to  write 
about  what  fun  this  year  has  been,  chasing  the  Board  around. 

I was  informed  that  this  month  the  paper  is  dedicated  to  'the 
arts"  and  that  I should  check  out  the  Supervisors'  commitment 
to  art.  Poor  "Gran  Jefe",  he  never  gets  quite  what  he  wants. 

And  so 

Somewhere  between  Tara  and  Lake  Woebegon  is  The  Blue 
Bell  Farm",  my  Grandmother's  boarding  house  where  I grew  up. 
(Now  that  is  an  arty  opening  linel) 

Grammy  Hornsfelt,  as  she  was  known  to  most  everyone,  was 
of  German  extraction.  Her  ancestors  had  been  Hessians  who 
fought  on  the  side  of  the  American  Revolution.  As  a reward 
these  brave  mercenaries  were  given  land  in  the  Catskills; 
which  in  no  way  resembles  getting  Manhattan  for  $24,  but  more 
likely  has  insured  that  their  descendants  are  automatically 
eliminated  from  winning  the  million  dollar  lottery. 

Over  the  next  170  years  the  Ostranders,  Beckers  and 
Benjamins  cut  logs,  farmed  rock  hills,  fished  and  hunted  and 
intermarried.  They  typically  had  15  to  20  children  per  family 
and  lived  without  running  water  or  indoor  toilets  until  the 
1960's  when  most  of  them  became  minimum  wage  laborers  at  the 
local  ski  slope.  Finally  they  had  enough  money  to  buy  "some 
of  them  mobile  homes"  to  put  on  the  land  their  great  great 
great  grandfathers  had  won  in  battle.  Progressl 

Grammy  Hornsfelt  did  not  fit  this  mold.  Somewhere, 
somehow,  someone  convinced  her  that  there  was  more  to  life 
than  marrying  her  cousin  Edwin  and  committing  double  digit 
child  birth.  Instead,  she  set  her  sights  on  Wally  Hornsfelt, 
the  gentleman-farmer-son  of  a long  line  of  gentleman-farmer, 
Episcopal  missionary,  land-speculating,  commodity-swapping 
English  alcoholics. 

Through  the  1920s,  Grammy  and  Wally  were  young  and  free. 
They  danced  to  jazz  in  the  ball  rooms  of  the  big  hotels  that 
made  the  Catskills  famous.  They  drank  bootleg  gin  and  drove  a 
Pierce  Arrow  larger  than  most  apartments  I have  lived  in.  As 
a farmer  Wally  was  a great  dancer,  but  who  cared...  there  was 
money  in  railroad  stock  and  a hired  man  to  tend  the  cows,  so 
dance  on. 

When  the  stock  market  crashed  in  1929  the  music  went 
sour.  By  the  time  prohibition  had  been  repealed  there  wasn't 
much  money  left  for  gin  or  hired  help.  Grand  hotels  began  to 
close  down.  The  Pierce  Arrow  was  traded  for  a very  used  Ford 
pick-up.  Somehow,  they  hung  on  to  the  farm  and  each  other. 

In  1937  Wally  died,  leaving  Grammy  the  farm,  my  father,  a 
mortgage  and  25  milk  cows.  Frankly,  I think  she  would  have 
rather  had  railroad  stock  than  livestock. 
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It  was  about  this  time  Grammy  started  taking  in  "summer 
folk",  little  old  ladies  that  didn't  need  a private  bathroom 
or  fancy  cuisine.  She  stopped  taking  in  summer  boarders  when 
the  last  of  her  "ladies"  died  in  1960  at  the  age  of  97. 

When  the  bell  in  the  local  Methodist  Church  blew  out  of 
the  steeple  during  a storm,  Grammy  offered  to  have  it  hauled 
away  since  it  was  now  cracked  and  useless.  She  took  it  home, 
painted  the  frame  red,  the  bell  blue  and  set  it  on  a white 
cement  block.  Instant  gimmick...  "The  Blue  Bell  Farm". 

Dad  had  craftily  gotten  off  the  farm  by  marrying  my 
mother  and  then  claiming  he  needed  money  to  support  a family. 
(Boshl  The  Ostranders,  Beckers  and  Benjamins  had  dozens  of 
children  without  any  money. ) Dad  learned  that  he  could  earn 
good  money  in  road  construction,  especially  roads  being  built 
three  and  four  hundred  miles  away.  Then  one  day  in  1957,  Mom 
"went  out  for  a pack  of  cigarettes"  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  best  place  for  my  two  older  brothers  and  me  was  back  on 
the  farm  with  Grammy. 

Now  just  what  the  hell  does  all  this  have  to  do  with  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  or  art  or  anything?  I'll  expJain.  Life 
(like  this  column)  rarely  turns  out  the  way  we  expect  it  to, 
and  when  those  unexpected  turns  come  along  it's  good  to  have  a 
philosophy  of  life  that  has  some  give  to  it.  Grammy 
Hornsfelt 's  philosophy  of  life  was  made  elastic  by  chance, 
romance,  and  the  ability  to  deal  with  the  chips  where  they 
fell.  A kid  can't  grow  up  around  that  spirit  of  independence 
without  it  rubbing  off.  That's  why  I write  the  way  I write. 

Leftists  think  I am  too  conservative  and  the  right  sees 
me  as  a symptom  of  the  decline  of  civilization  as  they  wish  it 
were.  What  a perfect  vantage  point  to  observe  life  froml 

The  Board  of  Supervisors?  As  Grammy  would  say, 
politicians  are  like  doctors  and  lawyers  and  police,  there  are 
times  in  your  life  when  they  may  be  necessary,  but  it  you  find 
yourself  dealing  with  any  one  of  these  groups  more  than  once  a 
year  you  could  be  suffering  some  unhealthy  phobia  or  fixation 
and  you're  going  to  end  up  on  the  short  end  of  the  deal. 

Ove^  this  year  I have  not  had  to  deal  with  the  Board  very 
much,  just  observe,  and  my  observation  would  be  that  City 
government,  like  most  government,  could  hardly  be  called  "user 
friendly".  The  difference  between  reality  and  politics  could 
be  compared  to  the  difference  between  having  an  elastic 
philosophy  of  life  or  simply  loose  scruples. 

Sadly  it  seems  that,  for  most  politicians,  a problem  is 
not  a problem  until  it's  a media  event*  I don't  remember  any 
news  photos  of  smiling  Supervisors  returning  the  campaign 
contributions  received  from  the  212  Stockton  Street  mess,  but 
they  were  hot  news  when  Bishop  Tutu  came  to  town  and  they 
signed  the  anti-apartheid  bill.  What  ever  happened  to  that 
bill? 

Then  the  Supes  spent  the  rest  of  the  year  getting 
themselves  re-elected  and  did  a damn  good  job  of  it.  Those 
wno  didn’t  get  kicked  upstairs  kept  their  posts.  The  citizens 
of  this  city  have  decided  to  stay  with  what  they  know.  What  a 
pity.  If  Grammy  had  thought  that  way,  I'd  be  living  in  a 
mobile  home  with  twelve  offspring. 

As  for  the  Board's  commitment  to  art?  Pleasel  The 
Gettys  may  have  a commitment  to  art,  they  can  afford  it. 
Supervisors  have  commitments  to  their  careers,  that  is  their 
art.  If  the  Channel  X news  team  is  at  the  museum,  you  can  bet 
the  Supes  will  be  there  too.  They  aren't  about  to  buy  a 
Pierce  Arrow  when  they  can  get  by  with  a Ford. 

So  I celebrate  the  first  year  of  Board  Games,  my 
contribution  to  "the  arts".  Like  life,  it  may  not  have  turned 
out  as  "El  Gran  Jefe"  envisioned,  but  I've  had  a good  time  and 
I have  learned  enough  about  City  government  to  start  saving 
for  the  down  payment  on  an  acre  of  mountain  and  a mobile  home. 


Join  the  New  Theater  Chorus,  under  the  direction  of  Candace 
Natvig.  This  is  a recently  formed  choir  concentrating  on 
music  written  especially  for  theater,  rarely-performed  choral 
music  and  the  works  of  Bay  Area  theater  composers.  Meets 
Tuesday  evenings  at  Project  Artaud's  Studio  Eremos.  864-4409. 
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STATE  OF  THE  ARTS 


AH  OPEN  LETTER  FROM  RICHARD  REUTECCIOS  OF  THE  JULIAN  THEATER 

Dear  Critics,  Drama  Reporters  — 

I want  to  write  to  you  all  personally  to  clarify  the 
enclosed  press  release  regarding  our  departure  from  this 
wonderful  building  where  we've  had  so  many  interesting 
evenings  together  over  the  past  18  years. 

First,  I want  to  say  that  there  is  no  antagonism  toward 
other  theatre  companies  which  will  play  here  in  the  coming 
months.  At  this  point,  this  includes  a month's  extension  of 
Theatre  Rhino's  "Life  of  the  Party"  in  November,  and  the 
entire  season  of  the  Lorraine  Hansberry  Theatre  starting  in 
January.  It  is  laudable  that  this  space  will  continue  to  be 
a place  for  plays,  at  least  for  this  season. 

There  is  really  no  blame  to  be  placed  for  our  departure 
— people  with  space  are  simply  forced  to  get  more  income 
from  it.  Our  situation  can  be  considered  akin  to  what  hap- 


pened to  Intersection  at  its  North  Beach  location  a couple 
seasons  back,  when  the  Methodists  suddenly  went  to  market 
rate  rent  instead  of  considering  the  arts  as  legitimate 
community  service  programming.  Our  case  also  involves 
identity i without  intending  to,  we  caused  this  building  to 
become  known  in  the  public's  mind  as  "The  Julian"  and  not  as 
"The  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House",  and  apparently 
funders  such  as  United  Way  put  pressure  on  the  House  board 
and  staff  to  reclaim  and  program  the  facility  themselves. 
The  more  successful  we  were,  the  more  we  became  a problem. 

Of  course,  if  we  had  more  money,  we  could  stay.  If  we 
and  other  companies  had  more  money,  there 'd  still  be  at 
least  four  good  spaces  in  North  Beach,  the  original  Alcazar 
wouldn't  have  been  demolished  in  the  '60s,  Asian-American, 
Lorraine  Hansberry  and  an  arm-long  list  of  other  companies 
wouldn't  be  homeless  this  year,  and  this  would  be  the 
undisputed  theatrical  capital  of  the  world.  But  it  isn't  so. 

There  are  many  reasons — one  can  point  to  the  stinginess 
of  corporations  here  compared  to  certain  other  metropolitan 
areas,  the  lack  of  a clear  and  fair  policy  by  the  unions, 
and  the  exponentially  escalating  costs  of  real  estate, 
insurance  and  the  like.  I certainly  believe  all  these 
causes  are  true.  I am  also  prepared  to  read  or  hear  that 
some  of  you  think  we  and  others  have  simply  failed  to 
consistently  excite  the  public  to  come  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  our  plays.  This  is  also  true,  but  is  quite  beside  the 
point:  the  job  of  a theatre  doing  new  or  unusual  plays  is  to 
be  prolific  and  see  what  works,  more  than  to  prejudge  plays 
for  their  marketing  appeal.  And  it  is  the  job  of  the  press 
to  relay  the  news  that  this  experimentation  is  happening  and 
to  give  an  analysis  of  its  quality  and  relevance  to  the 
world,  to  the  best  of  each  writer's  ability  and  knowledge. 

Without  malice,  I think  the  press  here  has  failed  the 
theatre  industry  miserably.  A year  ago,  the  Chronicle  ran 
its  "State  of  the  Arts"  series  analyzing  the  arts,  and  the 
thousands  of  performances  done  annually  by  theatres  other 
than  ACT  were  not  even  mentioned,  and  no  dance  was  credited 
other  than  the  S.F.  Ballet.  We've  lost  City  Arts  and 
ArtBeat,  and  other  publications  are  very  inadequate  in 
coverage  and  listings,  so  there's  very  little  chance  of  the 
public  even  finding  out  what's  happening,  let  alone  read  or 
hear  good  commentary  on  the  play6  and  performances.  The 
papers,  led  by  the  Chronicle  and  Examiner,  seem  bent  on 
forcing  us  to  spend  most  of  our  money  on  advertising. 

But  the  cost  of  and  shortage  of  good  spaces  to  perform 
are  the  most  important  (and  growing)  problems  for  the 
theatre  and  other  performing  arts  here.  I've  had  the 
dubious  privilege  over  the  past  year  of  heading  a committee 
studying  arts  facilities  in  this  city  for  the  Arts 
Commission,  and  the  pattern  of  loss  of  theatre  spaces  in  San 
Francisco  is  really  shocking. 

If  we  don't  start  making  the  public  and  officials  aware 
of  the  plight  we  all  are  in,  you' 11  probably  end  up  with  a 
lot  less  artiBts  to  kick  around  in  the  future.  I'd  love  to 
talk  with  you  further  if  you  desire--about  the  future  (and 
there  is  one)  of  the  Julian  or,  more  importantly,  about  the 
future  for  Alive  Theatre  in  San  Francisco. 
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LET’S  86  U.C. 


- by  Edward  Benner 


San  Francisco  General  Hospital  (SFGH)  belongs  to  us*  not 
to  the  University  of  California,  not  to  our  Board  of 
Supervisors,  not  to  our  Mayor.  Let's  dissolve  this 
partnership  between  our  City  and  UC  and  consider  negotiations 
toward  more  specialized  and  limited  arrangements. 

Since  1959,  under  a contract  document  of  less  than  two 
pages,  UC  and  San  Francisco  have  collaborated  at  SFGH  with 
estraordinary  success  as  measured  in  growth,  research, 
exploding  social  complexity  and  medical  service  delivery  in 
some  departments.  Unfortunately,  this  collaboration  has  been 
paralleled  by  vast  increases  in  harmful  pollution  of  both  our 
physical  and  our  social  environments. 

For  about  14  years  this  writer  has  reported  shameful 
incidents  of  substandard  medical  care,  sabotage  of  public  pro- 
cess, cover— up  of  major  tragedies  and  harassment,  threats  and 
set-ups  against  independent  complainants  and  public  advocates. 

However  today,  while  the  "see  no  evil"  medical 
establishment  PR  machines  grind  on,  there  are  skilled  new 
people  in  our  Health  Department  and  new  social  tools  in  our 
City  available  to  aid  us  if  we  care  to  pick  up  some  of  these 
new  tools  and  consult  these  new  tools  and  consult  these  new 
people  in  order  to  examine  thoroughly  this  $150 , 000 , 000-a-year 
hot  potato. 

Let's  intervene  as  owners  and  now  study  at  our  Community 
Hospital  the  successes  and  failures  of  this  UC  contract 
service  we  have  monitored  so  poorly  in  recent  years. 

For  starters  this  writer,  who  has  wandered  SFGH,  explored 
its  tunnels,  talked  with  its  people,  been  treated  by  its 
Emergency  and  Trauma  Services,  been  seen  in  its  Clinics  — 
spending  an  average  of  ten  hours  a week  at  the  hospital  for 
eac.n  of  the  last  ten  years  — this  investigative  reporter  who 
has  also  been  appointed  to  and  served  as  volunteer  on  the  WEST 
BAY  HEALTH  SYSTEMS  AGENCY,  tne  old  SFGH  COMMUNITY  ADVISORY 
BOARD,  the  olu  SFGH  COMMUNITY  ADVISORY  BOARD  FOR  PSYCHIATRY 
AND  FORENSIC  MEDICINE  --  this  arthritic,  overweight  old  man 
today  suggests  that:  the  following  hospital  failures  are  worth 
a long  look. 

For  example:  The  SIGH  COMMUNITY  ADVISORY  BOARD  required 
by  our  Charter  has  not  met  in  years.  WEST  BAY  HEALTH  SYSTEMS 
AGENCY,  required  by  a federal  statute  which  mandates  consumer 
participation,  disappeared  quietly  several  years  ago. 

Foi  example:  Departments  of  Psychiatry  and  Clinics  for 
Drug  Treatment  appear  to  be  staffed  with  an  unacceptable 
peicentuge  of  people  i nappropriately  trained  and  experienced 


for  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  population  they  serve. 
There  nave  been  hundreds  of  reports  of  sadistic  and  elitist 
misconduct  towards  patients  and  networking  co-workers. 

You  ask  for  proof? 

1 am  working  with  three  kinds  of  proof  to  support  my 
recommendation  that  we  eighty- six  UC  from  SFGH:  First,  horror 
stories  of  actuaJ  damage  and  death  to  specific  individuals 
which  I and  others  already  have  published  in  technical 
correspondence  and/or  public  electronic  and  print  media.  I 
include,  below,  a summary  of  a recent  interview  in  which 
(allures  of  Psychiatry  and  Drug  Treatment  seem  officially 
recognized.  Second,  quotations  from  reports  and  testimony  of 
auditors  and  reviewers  at  SFGH.  Third,  in  future  writings  I 
will  offer  a look  at  this  North  Mission  neighborhood  through 
the  glasses  of  a social  scientist.  To  some  of  us  surviving 
here  in  the  Mission  it  is  obvious  that  brighter  and  better- 
eaucated  criminal  leaders  more  readily  assimilate,  test  and 
use  products  of  the  new  psychosocial  scientific  research  than 
do  many  leaders  of  our  Community  Hospital  and  Public  Health 
establishments . 

What  new  research  products?  Try:  Psychosocial  field 
theory;  Subliminal  behavior  modification;  Communi cation  theory 
based  on  Eric  Berne's  diagrams  I and  II;  Cognitive  psychology- 
research  and  therapy;  Memory  remedial  retraining  by  appropri- 
ate use  of  special  word  processing  programs  and  documentation. 

I mentioned  new  people  and  new  social  tools  now  available 
for  our  public  health  problem  solving.  The  most  powerful  of 
these  are  the  members  and  the  regular  meetings  of  our  new 
Health  Commission.  Here's  how  I use  these  new  public 
instruments  in  my  work. 

At  a meeting,  Health  Commissioner  Richard  Sanchez , M.D., 
asked  cur  new  Administrator  oi  SFGH,  I'm  i Sowa,  one  ol  two 
questions  about  loss  of  hospital  income  expected  from  Medical 
and  Medicare  because  the  medical  services  at  SFC.H  did  not 
match  state  and  federal  criteria.  The  loss  amounted  to  more 
than  $500,000  a month. 

Suddenly  1 realized  that  most  of  this  problem  might  be 
influenced  by  quiet  dissatisfaction,  at  state  and  federal 
levels,  with  SFGH  service  delivery.  More  than  50%  of  the 
shortfall  seemed  related  to  Psychiatric  and  Drug  services. 

Tuesday,  January  6,  1 askea  Health  Commissioner  Sanchez, 
where  at  SFGH  can  I get  more  information?  Dr.  Sanchez 
mentioned  an  office  of  Medical  Quality  Assurance  I had  never 
heard  of.  And  he  gave  me  two  surnames. 

At  IP M,  January  13,  Peter  William  Sullivan,  M.D.,  and  I 
-et  at  one  of  his  offices,  adjourned  to  the  big  hospital 
'-ate-.ena , ana  had  a candid  conversation  — generous  in  length 
= r.a  icope . We  went  back  to  his  office  where  Dr.  Sullivan  gave 
:e  p :.o*.ocopies  of  a monthly  and  a yearly  report  wnich  naa 
ruei-eo  Comi7  i ssj  oner  Sanchez'  public  questions. 

Dr.  Sullivan  aid  not  agree  with  my  connecting  quality  of 
care  with  disallowance  of  state  and  federal  funds.  but 
r.ei t.-.er  dio  he  find  me  in  error. 

INSIDER  PREDICTION:  Look  for  new  RFPs  (Requests  for 
Proposals)  — Drug  Treatment  — about  August,  19b7;  federal 
:snc=:  core  than  a million. 
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- by-Bill  E.  Badd 

DOBB  CHPS 

Hi  again.  This  is  the  Baddster  umpiring  at  home  plate. 
Did  you  read  Ramon's  article  in  this  paper  a few  months  ago? 
Well,  he's  the  one  who  wrote  about  the  Patel-run  hotel  hotline 
discomforts . 

He  came  by  my  studio  the  other  night  needing  a driver  for 
his  auto  to  leap  from  here  in  the  City  to  Ashby  Street  in 
Berkeley  because  his  ankle  was  all  messed  up  and  he  was  on 
crutches,  so  I took  control  of  the  wheel  of  his  ship  and, 
after  gassing  up  on  $5,  we  were  on  the  almighty  Bay  Bridge 
goir.g  in.  The  steering  column  was  a bit  out  of  whack  and 
extreme  caution  I had  to  use.  I told  Ramon  I could  drive  any 
vehicle.  Any  kind  of  truck,  any  heavy  duty  machinery  built  to 
par.  1 can.  So  Ramon  put  his  trust  in  me  and  off  we  went 
into  tne  wild  blue  yonder. 

Coming  off  the  bridge  into  Oakland  here's  what  came  down. 
*Je  heard  a loudspeaker,  "You  in  the  van.  Pull  over  to  the 
right  side  of  the  road."  1 told  Ramon,  "What  the  hell  is 
that?"  Then  I saw  a flashing  red  and  yellow  light  and  Ramon 
saic,  "Oh  shit.  We're  being  pulled  over  by  tho  CHP."  I 
thought  Brodnick  Crawford  was  a puke  but  this  moronik  took  the 
cake.  He  was  a kind  fellow.  The  kind  that  we  don't  need. 
iJis  big  spotlight  was  reflecting  on  the  rear  view  mirror  of 
our  chariot  of  transportation  and  the  robot  ordered  me  out  of 
the  set  of  wheels  we  were  driving  in.  I complied.  We  had  no 
oooze,  no  weapons,  no  hostages  and  nothing  illicit. 

He  said  I was  straddling.  A violation  of  Sec.  21658(a)  - 
V.C . (lane  straddling)  and  12951(a)  V.C.  (drivers  license  not 
in  possession).  He  vehemeously  wrote  upon  the  ticket, 
“Location  of  violations  E/B.I.  - 80  S.F.O.B.B.  S/Flats" 
whatever  that  may  mean.  He  then  made  me  put  both  feet 
together'  and  lean  backwards.  I did  it.  Then  I had  to  watch 
ms  mutant  index  finger  from  left  to  right  and  then  breathe  in 
tne  palm  of  ray  hand  and  he  sniffed  at  it  just  like  a Doberman 
aoes  at  dinner  time.  1 snowed  him  the  loose  play  in  the 
steering  wheel  drive  column  to  show  that  I wasn't  loaded  but 
still  he  wrote  us  up  none  the  less:  Ramon  for  owning  an  un- 
registered vehicle  and  me  for  what  I just  mentioned. 

But  here's  the  punch  line.  I was  guilty.  But  use  some 
tact,  diplomacy  and,  above  all,  some  God-given  manners  with 
dealing  with  people.  He  didn't  have  the  essentials  to 
qualify.  Ramon  asked  this  state-paid  psychological  bully 
about  now  far  it  is  to  the  Ashby  exit  and  he  told  us  about  a 
nalr  a mile  further.  This  General  MacArther  was  wrong.  He 
threw  two  gutter  balls: 

*1.  Giving  us  a directionless  fluke. 

*2.  Allowing  me  to  continue  to  keep  on  driving  without 
a license.  Violation  of  section  #12951(a)  V.C. 

This  dude  must  have  mothballs  for  brains.  My  advice  for  him 
is  to  turn  in  his  gun  and  badge  and  go  back  to  living  with 
mother,  if  he  still  has  one,  and  become  a tulip  grower  or 
apprentice  bird  watcher. 

MUNIACS 

Now  I know  all  you  regular  readers  of  this  fine  newspaper 
nave,  in  the  past,  read  a few  things  concerning  the  MUNI  bus 
transit  ignominious  fiascos  that  have  personally  been  a pain 
in  my  kabuttkus  and  it's  the  only  kabuttkus  I've  got.  We  all 
r.ave  one.  So  sit  down  on  yours  and  read  what  this  admitted 
ayke  did  to  me,  who  was  driving  the  coach  at  12:’05  PM  on 
January  14th.  Coach  #4513,  the  49  bus  at  Highland  & Mission 
Streets  where  I had  boarded  it  at. 

I got  on,  but  before  I could  actually  board,  she  threw 
the  door-close  lever  and  it  caught  me  upside  the  head  when  I 
had  both  hands  full  of  laundry  bags  and  I thought  why  bother. 

y.ay^e  I should  get  a mowhawk  and  ride  a skateboard  instead, 
sut  bulljive  Jackson.  If  you  punch  on  me  and  I deserved  it,  I 
-on't  do  anything.  If  you  punch  on  me  and  I didn't,  I'm  gonna 
•nop  some  ass  with  this  newspaper  being  my  fly  swatter. 

Wnen  I boarded  and  all  the  other  passengers  were  looking, 
sne  wavec  me  by  for  free  with  a fox  eating  shit  grin  on  her 
sug . I felt  like  dukeing  her  across  the  bazooka  or  spitting  a 
green  lunger  at  this  MUNI  she/he  male  impersonator.  But 
instead  of  doing  all  that  I just  took  down  the  coach  number 
and  time  of  the  hour  and  got  off  and  when  the  bus  pulled  away 
I saw  some  cat  give  me  the  clenched  fist  power  sign  through 
tne  back  window.  One  thing  I want  to  express  to  all  you 
Badasters  out  there;  I'm  definately  not  anti-lesbian  in  the 
least  bit.  I sometimes  drink  now  and  then  at  Amelia's  thirst 
parlour  up  at  17th  and  Valencia.  No  sweat. 

Well  Baddsters,  I'm  about  ready  to  put  my  things  away, 
open  my  back  window,  take  off  my  shoes  and  socks,  let  a cool 
breeze  enter,  put  on  a jazz  album,  pop  open  a Guinness  stout 
and  maybe  later  write  her  up  for  MUNI  Man  Of  The  Month. 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  ALL  YOU  BADDAMAMIACS 

This  is  the  baddster  speaking.  Has  your  boss  been 
oelaying  your  paycheck?  Have  the  police  been  capriciously 
arbitrating  your  legal  life  style?  Did  your  neighborhood 
grocer  stick  it  to  you  over  a can  of  tuna  or  book  of  matches? 
Is  your  landlord  a Hitler  clone?  Does  the  bus  driver  hit  the 
accellerator  so  hard  that  you  end  up  in  some  citizen's  lap  and 
get  chewed  out  when  it's  his  fault?  Have  you  ever  been 
whacked  in  the  butt  with  the  "Board  of  Education"  for  not 
showering  after  gym  class  at  school? 


Well  folks,  there's  something  you  can  do  about  it 
yourself.  Don't  leave  it  all  up  to  me.  Get  your  hands  on  a 
typewriter,  if  not,  have  someone  do  it  for  you.  In  this  I 
mean,  type  up  your  complaint  and  go  get  it  photocopied  a bunch 
of  times  and  tape  it  to  all  the  telephone  poles  where  these 
things  have  happened  and  other  places  also.  Remember,  how's 
tne  doctor  going  to  know  if  you  have  a headache  if  you  don't 
tell  him.  COMPLAIN  I If  that  doesn't  do  the  trick,  then  just 
go  out  to  bars,  get  drunk  and  start  some  back  alley  barn 
burning  fights  like  I do  sometimes.  A lot  of  people  will  come 
up  to  you  and  tell  you  that  I'm  a real  prick.  A fuckup  and  a 
stinking  miserable  asshole.  Well  that  may  be  so.  But  just 
look  in  the  mirror  and  take  a glimpse  at  your  self.  Puke. 


We  will  help  you 
asser  t your  legal 
right  to  live  in 
decent  and  safe 
housing. 

Wnt  Bay  Law  Collactto 

2017  Mission  Strsst.  Suits  300 
San  Francisco.  California  94110 
Telephone:  (415)  621-0438 
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'on  the  sunny  side  of  Market  Street  fast  and  free  to  most  neighborhoods 


Two  Locations  To  Serve  You 


open 

daily 

11:00  AM  TO  10.00  PM 

PHONE  431-3351 


TAQUERIA 

NOW  OPEN 

3071  - 16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

OPEN  DAILY 

IT  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 


